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PREFACE. 



The following Discourses were delivered, as explained 
at the commencement of the fifth, at Ordinations 
holden in the Cathedral Church of St. Michael, 
Barbados^ the author charging himself with the 
duty of preaching the Sermon prescribed in the 
Ordinal. In adopting this course, it was by no 
means his intention to establish a precedent even 
for himself, much less for others; but merely to 
embrace an opportunity, whilst health and strength 
permitted him to do so, of inviting the candidates 
and others, whether of the clergy or laity, to a careful 
consideration of the import and seriousness of the 
vows publicly undertaken both by Priests and 
Deacons, at their admission to their respective 
Orders, with the view of making those solemn vows 
still better known, appreciated, remembered, and 
kept. 

It is true that this ser\'ice might have been ren- 
dered by a presbyter of the dioce^^^XsvsX. ^x^^'vs^ ^^ 
A 3 



vi Preface. 

one, it seemed, could it come with the same pro- 
priety as from the bishop himself; and it is in the 
hope of contributing yet more effectually and more 
extensively to the same end, especially within his 
own diocese, that he now presents the Sermons to 
the Public, with an earnest prayer that it may please 
Him, who has given to his Church the different 
Orders of the Ministry, to make even this volume 
a humble instrument in helping to promote, more 
and more, an intelligent, effective, and devoted dis- 
charge of their sacred functions. 

The Sermons now published are, it will be seen, 
only part of a course, to be followed by others, 
should God permit the design to be carried to its 
completion. 



Wells, 
Aug. 17, 1846. 
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SERMON I. 



THE INWARD MOTIVE TO THE WORK OF THE 
MINISTRY •. 



Ephes. iv. 1 1, 12. 



'* And he gave some, apostles ; and some, prophets ; and some, evan- 
gelists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ." 

I. Connected with the admission of young men into 
Holy Orders, the first point to be considered, both 
by themselves and by the Church — the first in order 
and the first also in importance — is the motive by 
which they are influenced in offering themselves for 
this service. 

To the Church the question is of the first import- 
ance; because no one can be expected to perform 
the .work of the ministry satisfactorily, who is want- 
ing in that fundamental requisite, a right motive. 
Distinguished scholarship, profound theological 

• ** Do you trust that you are inwardly moved, by the Holy Ghost, 
to take upon you this office and ministration, to serve Grod for tlie 
promoting of his glory, and the edifying of his people % 

" Answer. I trust so." — The Ordering of Dcocotii. 



2 The Inward Motive to [Serm. I. 

learning, superior talents, energy of character, an d 
even great respectability of moral conduct, however 
valuable in subordination to a right motive, are but 
poor substitutes for it. It is essential, I acknow- 
ledge, that our clergy should "have a good report ;*^ 
it is desirable that they should have more than 
common-rate abilities ; whilst some provision of 
theological learning and general scholarship is ab- 
solutely necessary to preserve them even from con- 
tempt, and still more to make them useful in their 
profession: but more desirable, more necessary, 
more essential than all, is the right motive. As well 
might the navigator undertake a long and hazardous 
voyage, without a compass, trusting in the construc- 
tion of his ship, in its sails, or in the skill and num- 
ber of his crew, as a minister of Christ expect to 
steer his way aright by learning, or talent, or ac- 
tivity, or even by a regard to the good opinion of 
society, without the direction of a sound Christian 
motive. Before our Lord commissioned St* Peter 
to feed his flock. He thrice addressed to him that 
solemn question, " Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me ?" clearly intimating that otherwise it was a vain 
thing to undertake the office of a Christian pastor : 
the first, the second, and the third requisite for its 
duties being love to Christ ; and other qualifications 
being valuable only as subsidiary to this, and as ex- 
ercised under its controul. 

It is, indeed, possible that ministers devoid of this 
ruling principle may yet be in some respects of ser- 
vice to Christianity, as Hiram, king of Tyre, was to 
the building of Solomon^s temple, though himself 
a heathen; or, as Christ was foretold by the worldly- 
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minded Balaam ; or, as miracles were wrought in the 
name of Christ, and the blessed Gospel preached, 
even by Judas Iscariot. But whatsoever benefit 
others may derive from the ministry of such men, 
and however valid in one sense their ministrations 
may be, nothwithstanding their personal unworthi- 
ness — though it must always be a calamity to any 
Church to have her sacred offices in such hands — 
yet whatever blessings may still in a manner be con- 
tinued, by God's overruling grace, through the 
office of the ministry, despite of the character of the 
individual minister, to himself it cannot be other- 
wise than most dangerous, thus to tamper with 
sacred things. 

Nor can it be less irksome than it is dangerous, to 
be employed in such an occupation, as that of minis- 
tering to the salvation of immortal souls, without a 
heart sincerely devoted to the work. Even as re- 
gards this world, it is a most unhappy thing, when 
an individual makes so great a mistake as to choose 
the work of the ministry for his great employment 
in life, without having considered well its end, and 
made that, which is the end of the ministry, the 
great object of his own desires. To feel that our 
duty calls us one way, whilst our inclinations carry 
us another, and that we have no lively interest in the 
cause to which we have professedly devoted ourselves, 
what must this be to any generous mind, but a state 
of disappointment, self-reproach, and misery ? 

Most wisely, then, with a view to her own edifi- 
cation, and most charitably, as regards the candidate 
for holy orders, has the Church made the first ques- 
tion publicly addressed to him, YrVvfcxi \\ft o^«rs»\x«s\.- 
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4 The Inward Motive to [Serm. L 

self for the office of a deacon, to relate to his motive 
for so doing; the end which he has in view; the 
object which he has been moved to propose to him- 
self. This motive she endeavours to ascertain by a 
simple but solemn interrogatory. It is the only 
course open to her. After requiring " sufficient tes- 
timony" to the ^Wirtuous and godly conversation^' 
of the party, and making " examination and trial" 
of his learning and ability, all she can do, as to his 
inward principles, is to put the matter as a solemn 
question to his own conscience. She has no other 
way of reaching the heart, or ascertaining its objects : 
and if men will deceive the Church on such an 
occasion, especially such men as the case supposes, 
it can only be by first most sadly deluding them- 
selves. 

This question, my brethren, you have doubtless 
well considered in private, so as to be able on this 
solemn occasion to give the answer of a good con- 
science, as well as of an enlightened mind. I speak 
more particularly to the candidates for the order of 
deacons ; for to them alone is the question put. It 
is only at our first entrance into the ministry that 
the Church requires to be satisfied as to our motives ; 
which are afterwards taken for granted, being sup- 
posed to continue what they were originally. Still 
as the deceitfulness of the heart is great, and even 
he that appears to stand secure is liable to fall, it is 
important that the candidate for the priesthood also 
should again attend to this serious inquiry; nay 
more, it is a question of never-ceasing importance to 
every clergyman, whether young or old, whether 
deacon, priest, or bishop. Even ii omt motives in 
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offering ourselves for the ministry were, in the first 
instance, pure and holy, they may since have been 
affected for the worse. In our collision with a cor- 
rupting world, much earthly dross may have mingled 
with our original intentions ; we may have fallen from 
our ^^ first love"' of Christ and his Gospel into luke- 
warmness, if not into actual worldliness ; or, at least, 
our affections to our Lord and his cause may need 
to be aroused, to be confirmed, to be enlarged, to be 
purified more and more. 

To none of us^ then, of the clergy can it be other- 
wise than interesting, nor otherwise than profitable, 
to recur with solemn and serious thoughts to the 
first question put to us by the Church at our ordi- 
nation: the older we are, the more are we called 
upon to be an example to our younger brethren in 
devotedness to our work, as well as in other 
ministerial qualifications. To the people^ too, it 
must be at once interesting and salutary to observe 
the great importance attached to their spiritual im- 
provement, when they find that it was one great end 
proposed by our Lord in giving to his Church the 
"ofl5ce of the ministry, and that therefore no in- 
dividual is permitted to become a minister without 
first pledging himself to make the edifying of God^s 
people the immediate object of his ministry, as the 
glory of God is to be its ultimate end. 

The language of the question, on the importance 
of which I have been enlarging, and to the purport 
of which I would now invite your more particular 
attention, is, it will be remembered, as follows: — 
^^ Do you trust that you are inwardly moved by the 
> Rev. il, 4. 
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G The Inward Motive to [Serm. I. 

Holy Ghost; to take upon you this office and minis- 
tration to serve God for the promoting of his glory, 
and the edifying of his people ? *^ 

The intention of this inquiry, as I have observed, 
is to ascertain that most material point, the motive 
by which the candidate for holy orders is impelled, 
including both its origin and aim, or in other words, 
the influence by which, as well as the end and object 
tor which, he is inwardly moved to take so important 
a step. 

II. I begin, as the Church does, with the origin of 
the motive^ that is, with the influence under which it 
has arisen in the heart; which must obviously, if the 
motive is good, be that of God's Holy Spirit, ^^from 
whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works do proceed;** how much more such a "de- 
sire,** as that of serving God in the ministry of his 
Church ! such a " counsel,** as that of devoting one*s 
whole life to so sacred a " work !** It is the Holy 
Ghost who, by his prevenient grace, works in any 
Christian to will any thing that is really good; still 
more necessary is it that the Church should look to 
the same Divine source of good for men willing to 
devote themselves to the glory of God in the edifi- 
cation of his Church. Such men are his gift • the 
gift of Christ by his Spirit : for as we are taught in 
the passage from which my text is taken, " When 
Christ ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto men : and he gave some, apostles ; 
and some, prophets ; and some, evangelists ; and 
some, pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ.*' 



Eph. iv. 1 1, 12.] the Work of the Ministry. 7 

The work of the ministry is Christ^s institution ; 
and it is his Spirit who moves men to undertake it 
with right intentions : therefore it is that our Lord 
directs us to pray, as in the Ember weeks we are 
accustomed to do, to the Lord of the spiritual harvest 
" to send forth labourers into his harvest/* to send 
them forth by his grace, as well as to call them, 
through the Church, by his providence. 

In speaking of this Divine influence, I would on 
no account represent it as something discernible by 
the senses, or to be so subjected to any pathological 
analysis, as to be distinguished even in our conscious- 
ness from the workings of our own thoughts or feel- 
ings ; I would not, in short, speak of it as of any 
thing different in kind, though it may and should be 
higher in degree^ than that which sanctifies the 
motives and desires of every serious Christian. The 
presence of Divine grace is known by its results, 
but indiscernible in its operations. As in the natural 
world, so in the spiritual, we see the fruits, but see 
not their actual growth. God giveth the increase ; 
but He giveth it in a manner which no efforts of ours 
can detect. We perceive that plants grow, but we 
do not see them growing ; much less how it is they 
are made to grow. God's hand works unseen in 
nature ; so does his grace work unfelt upon the soul ; 
or if the one be seen, or the other felt, it is only in 
its effects. " That God's name is nigh, his wondrous 
works declare." Whatever is good, we not only 
may, but must, attribute to Him ; for " every good 
gift is from above ;" and therefore if you are con- 
scious of being inwardly moved to take upon you 
the office of the ministry, not for worldly ^auv q^ 
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8 The Inward Motive to [Serm. I. 

ambition, or any such unworthy end, but with a 
pure and holy intention, you may humbly, but justly, 
ascribe such motives to the influence of God's Holy 
Spirit, without whom you are not sufficient to think 
any thing that is good ; provided that you are also 
conscious of having sought the guidance and help of 
the Holy Ghost in determining this choice of your 
calling, and preparing yourself for its duties, by 
fervent prayer, as well as by the diligent prosecution 
of sacred studies. God gives his grace to those who 
"flw*" for it; and those who ^^seek^^ for his help by 
the devout use of their best endeavours, may expect 
to " find it.'' To them the promise through Christ 
is sure ; but there is no such promise to the indevout 
or to the indolent. Where prayer and exertion, arc 
neglected, it is not piety, but fanaticism, or, at the 
best, gross self-deception, to attribute to the Holy 
Ghost the motives by which we are actuated. 

I might add farther, that, in judging on this im- 
portant question, besides looking to your intentions, 
or to your past prayers and studies, you should also 
soberly consider your actual qualifications. For 
though, as regards the judgment of others recom- 
mending or admitting you to holy orders, your 
qualifications come rather under the call to the 
ministry, they are connected with the motive to it, 
so far as your own judgment of yourselves is con- 
cerned, and should therefore be carefully considered 
by each candidate, before he decides it to be under 
Divine guidance that he desires the office. He who 
feels himself to be, even by the want of the requisite 
knowledge and ability, not qualified for the work, 
cannot conscientiously say that he has been moved 
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by God^s grace to undertake the office as yet, how- 
ever pure may be his desire of it. The first deacons 
were '^full of the Holy Ghost, and of tvisdomJ^^ It 
may be that their wisdom was miraculously given, 
and that yours must be slowly acquired, though still 
as a gift from on high, bestowed in answer to our 
prayers and exertions. Yet wisdom continues to be 
necessary in the work of the ministry : there must 
be a fitness for the office, before any one can justly 
suppose himself divinely moved to seek it. 

III. From the question of Divine grace influencing 
the inward motives of the candidate for the ministry, 
I proceed to consider the great end which he should 
have in view: — "Do you trust,*' is the inquiry of 
the Church, " that you are inwardly moved to take 
this office upon you to serve God, for the promoting 
of his glory?'* 

To serve God and to promote his glory should be 
the ultimate end of every Christian's life. " What- 
ever you do," is the Scripture rule, " do all to the 
glory of God." The motive is not peculiar to 
ministers of the Church ; it is common to all its 
members. The magistrate, the merchant, the phy- 
sician, the lawyer, the tradesman, the mechanic, the 
labourer, are alike called upon to make the glory of 
God the great object of their being ; in other words, 
so to order their life, and so to perform its duties, as 
they find most conformable to the Divine will con- 
cerning them, and most likely to set forth the wisdom 
and holiness, the mercy and greatness, of the Al- 
mighty. Religion should be with every Christian 
the directing and controlling principle in all his 
plans and proceedings. But as we qx^ {«t ^^\a. 
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10 The Inward Motive to [Serm. I. 

acting universally in this spirit, and as the want of 
it, lamentable in any business or profession, would 
be above all deplorable in a clergyman, the Church 
clearly acts wisely in stopping the candidate for holy 
orders on the threshold of his work, and reminding 
him especially of the great Christian duty of living 
to God, and not to the world or to himself. If the 
pastor be selfish or worldly-minded, how much more 
will his flock be so ! If his own glory, not God's, 
his own aggrandisement, his advancement in wealth 
or rank, his ease, or his pleasure, or the securing of 
a worldly provision for himself or his family, be the 
main end he has in view, then is his leading motive 
not that by which any Christian should be actuated, 
much less a Christian minister. 

But it will be said, " Are all secular considerations 
to be thrown aside ? Is no provision to be made for 
our families, or even for our own necessities? Is 
prudence to be altogether discarded, and zeal only 
to be consulted?'* Far from it! And yet we may 
safely maintain that considerations of duty should 
come first y especially of our duty to God, and those 
of prudence be subordinate : that the more pure and 
unmixed our view to the Divine glory, the better 
undoubtedly will it be for us in every respect ; the 
better certainly as to substantial peace of mind ; the 
better too, even in this world, for " God will be no 
man's debtor," but may be safely trusted with our 
goody while we are seeking his ghry. 

Even if individuals have been designed by their 
parents for the ministry, or led by other external 
circumstances to make it their choice, however these 
circumstances may be considered as a part of their 
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call, still no call is sufficient to satisfy the conscience 
without a zeal for God's glory, or, which to a 
Christian is the same thing, without the love of 
Christ as the great constraining motive. It may 
not, perhaps, be the only motive ; it may not even 
have been the first in the order of time ; but it ought 
to be the first in influence, the ruling principle to 
which all others are subservient, the mainspring of 
our ministerial conduct. 

IV. But the glory of God may be promoted by dif- 
ferent Christians, our love to our common Saviour 
manifested, in various ways. We have all the same 
principle of action, yet each a different work. 
What then is the work of the Christian minister? 
What the way of duty open to him? How is he 
to glorify God? It is by "the edifying of God's 
people.'' This is the immediate object of the mi- 
nistry. For this purpose it was that our Lord gave 
to his Church pastors and teachers, as well as 
apostles, prophets, and evangelists; even "for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ." " Lovest 
thou me ? " said our Lord to his Apostle : here was 
the rvMng principle pointed out which should actuate 
his conduct. " Feed my sheep :" this was to be 
his work. And in this work every minister of Christ 
has more or less a share ; participating in it in his 
sphere of duty, and according to his rank in the 
threefold order of the Christian ministry. 

It would be foreign to my purpose to enter 

now upon a consideration of the different duties, by 

the discharge of which the minister of Christ is to 

promote the edification of his people. Our present 
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12 Tlie Inward Motive to [Serm. I. 

concern is with motives; not how or in what mannet 
a clergyman should perform his functions, but in 
what spirit he should undertake them ; what his 
aim should be, what the object to be proposed to 
himself, the immediate object, I mean, subordinate 
to the setting forth of the Divine glory, in his minis* 
terial labours. Let us, then, fix our attention upon 
this object, which is, as we have seen, the edification 
of the body or people of Christ. 

And first let us observe, that it is the edification of 
the people, not their gratification, that we have to 
study. In some cases, indeed, both these ends may 
be united, and we may " please men to their edifica- 
tion ;" may so win their affections to ourselves, as 
thereby to win their souls to Christ. A congrega- 
tion may be so rightly disposed, as to be gratified at 
being edified ; as to be pleased with a minister for his 
fidelity, however unaccommodating to mere worldly 
notions ; and to be thankful for having the way of 
life eternal pointed out, even should it prove to many 
of them steep and rugged. Most happy is it for 
both, when minister and people are thus united in 
the bonds of a truly Christian affection. But it is 
possible to imagine a different case, in which we may 
be compelled to say, with the Apostle, " Do I now 
persuade men or God? or do I seek to please men? 
for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant 
of Christ.'^ Such a case was that of the Churches of 
Galatia, whom the Apostle was afraid of pleasing^ 
because they had perverted the Gospel, and turned 
away from the grace of Christ, to seek righteousness 
by the works of the law, and not by faith in a cruci- 
fied Saviour dying to redeem them from, the curse of 
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the law, and ministering to them freely his Holy 
Spirit, so as to make them, both by adoption and in 
obedience, the children of God, the heirs of his pro- 
mise. Sfinilar cases may occur still, where the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ has not been fully preached, 
and men have been led to look to themselves, and 
not to Him, either for the pardon of sin or the power 
of a new life. Under such circumstances, the clergy- 
man who should preach the doctrine of justification 
by faith, however scripturally, could hardly fail to 
incur much obloquy. He might be called, perhaps, 
an enthusiast, a fanatic, an Antinomian ; for he would 
displease many, and they would vent their displea- 
sure, as men usually do on such occasions, especially 
when at a loss for arguments, in opprobrious ap- 
pellations. 

When St. Paul offended the Jews of Antioch and 
Iconium, by preaching the Gospel at Lystra, they 
came and persuaded the people by their wicked mis- 
representations; ^*^and having stoned Paul, drew him 
out of the city, supposing he was dead. Howbeit he 
rose up/' and continued his labours notwithstanding. 
Such may still be the treatment inflicted, by men of 
perverse minds, upon the faithful minister of Christ. 
Only that, instead of stones, which it would be dan- 
gerous to the persecutor himself to use now, we have 
hard names in abundance, ever ready at hand to the 
ignorant and uncharitable, with which they would 
overwhelm .a man's spirit, not his body; but from 
which, by the help of God, the minister of Christ 
will rise unhurt, and still pursue his work with un- 
abated zeal. 

I have supposed a case in which. tXxa ^^<5fc ^S. 
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Christ had not been fully preached. On the other 
hand, it may have been so preached, as to lead men 
not merely to disclaim the merit of good works, but 
even to forget their importance^ and to be almost 
afraid of tkem^ as of something foreign to the Gospel 
and incompatible with its spirit, so that the preacher 
who insists upon the Christian's accountability to 
Christ, as the Judge no less than the Saviour of all 
men, or upon good works as necessary to the life of 
faith, will be regarded as a legalist, or charged with 
I know not what heresy; as if Christ had come 
down from heaven to abolish all moral duties, and 
intended his " peculiar people '^ not to be ^^ zealous,^' 
as the Scripture teaches us, ^^ of good works ;'' but 
to be continually on their guard against them. Or a 
congregation may be infected by a spirit of party, or 
sunk in great ignorance of important parts of our 
religion, as well as of the principles upon which they 
are founded, such as prayer for the whole of Christ's 
militant Church, or the duty and privilege of pre- 
senting to God, in the public congregation, our alms 
for the poor, or our offerings for pious uses* Even 
the office for the ministration of Baptism may be but 
little known to the majority of a congregation, and 
the result may be, the prevalence of opinions amongst 
professed Churchmen much more in harmony with 
those of dissent, or of a worldly philosophy, than 
with the Scriptural language of our Church ; whilst 
the constitution of the Church itself may be to many 
quite a novel topic, and that Article of our Creed, 
*^I believe one holy. Catholic, and Apostolic Church/' 
an Article to them of no meaning, or at best of little 
value. 
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Under such circumstances, must we still please 
men? Must we give up or pervert the truth, to 
humour their ignorance, their errors, their party 
spirit, or, perhaps, their worldliness, their covetous- 
ness, their love of ease, their dislike to self-denial, 
their want of reverence in God's service ? Would 
this be to fulfil our ordination pledges ? Would this 
be to act upon those high and holy motives professed 
by us at our first admission into the ministry ? Would 
this be to edify the body of Christ ? 

While, however, I speak thus, let me not be under- 
stood to urge upon you, my younger brethren, or 
indeed upon any of my brethren in the ministry, a 
harsh, severe, and needlessly offensive course of con- 
duct in the discharge of your ministerial duties. 
Nothing can be further from my intentions ; nothing 
more contrary to my desires. As far as may be, 
consistently with fidelity in our duty, we ought to 
study to conciliate the esteem and affection of the 
people, to value both as instruments of usefulness to 
their own souls, and to take care that the fault be 
not ourSy if we are not beloved and respected by them. 
Even the ignorance, the errors, and prejudices of the 
people, I will not say their vices and their follies 
also, must be treated with tenderness and considera- 
tion ; and gradually, rather than harshly and ab- 
ruptly, removed. Yet this must be done " not in a 
spirit of fearfulness, but of power, and of love, and of 
a sober mind.'' Beware of fearing the flock more 
than the Great Shepherd. Let your feelings towards 
them be not those of fear, but love ; and in your love 
to them, beware of a mere love of popularity with 
them, as full of peril at once to yourselves wvdt^k^W 
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truth ; a rock on which many a clergyman has, it is to 
be feared, made shipwreck both of his own and of the 
people's good. It is the edification of the people that 
you profess to seek, not their mere favour ; the salva- 
tion of their souls, not their admiration or their 
smiles. And if you cannot save your hearers without 
offending them, then must you be prepared, however 
reluctantly, to act the part of faithful physicians, and 
to give unpalatable medicine which will cure, rather 
than delicious potions which will but aggravate the 
disease. 

I have dwelt the longer upon this part of our duty, 
because I cannot but think that not only are such 
admonitions always necessary, but that the times in 
which we live peculiarly require them. Never, per- 
haps, was there an age in the whole history of the 
Church, unless it was that melancholy one in our own 
maternal land, the time of the Great Rebellion, when 
fanaticism and disloyalty rode rough-shod over the 
altar and the throne — scarcely ever besides has there 
been a period when the people were more disposed, 
than at present, to exalt themselves into judges, not 
hearers, of their spiritual guides ; to say to them, 
" Prophesy not unto us right things ; speak untp us 
smooth things ;*' and with itching ears, impatient of 
sound doctrine, to heap up unto themselves teachers 
of their own appointment or selection, if not pleased 
with those commissioned to instruct them in the 
name of Christ. Never, I repeat it, were the Clergy 
more regarded, not as the ^^ servants of the people for 
Jesus' sake," to minister for their salvation, but as 
their slaves; nay more, as their own creatures, to 
consult {^11 their caprices, and to live only for their 
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pleasure. To such a pitch has this licentiousness 
advanced; that persons who are not even of our 
Church, or at best stand but loosely affected to it, 
scarcely preferring it, if preferring it, to the forms of 
Dissent by which we are surrounded, no sooner hear 
of any thing said or done contrary to their views (as 
many excellent things must needs be to the views of 
such persons), than they at once presume to set 
themselves up as sole and infallible arbiters, as in 
effect popes ; not, however to judge, but to condemn 
without inquiry : nay, not to condemn, but to revile 
and to defame ; loading, as I have already observed, 
with uncharitable obloquy, the objects of their dis- 
like. 

When such a spirit is common, surely it becomes 
the Clergy to consider what their duty really is, and 
to vindicate, if necessary, the dignity of their office 
by despising these appeals to popular prejudice, or 
popular passion, and persisting quietly, yet firmly, 
to preach and act, not as ^^ men-pleasers,^^ but as 
*^ ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries 
of God.^' 

There is one more consideration which, notwith- 
standing the length at which I have already ad- 
dressed you, I would still add to what I have said; 
it is this, — that our concern is with the whole Church. 
I do not mean that every clergyman is to diffuse his 
labours, or even his anxieties, over all Christendom, or 
over the whole country or district in which he resides, 
for that were impossible ; and moreover his com- 
mission limits his pastoral labours to some parti- 
cular place or field of duty : what I mean is this, 
that within that sphere of duty, all the members of 
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Christ's body, or all who might be members, in a 
word, every immortal soul, should be an object of his 
care. He is to "edify the people of God,'' "the 
body of Christ ;" he is to look not to this or that 
member only, or to this or that portion of the flock, 
but to the whole : not, for example, to the rich only, 
to the neglect of the poor ; nor yet to the poor, to the 
neglect of the rich ; nor to those of a certain party 
only ; nor to the religiously-disposed only ; nor 
merely to the actual members of the congregation, 
neglecting those within his care who never attend 
divine service, or who may have deserted the Church; 
for even the separatist should, as occasion may offer, 
have at least the offer, the stiU-repeated offer, of the 
services of his proper pastor, and not be deprived 
of them, except by his own most deliberate choice. 
The sheep that are gone astray may be sought, even 
if they cannot always be brought back. 

But it is time I should conclude, though I feel that 
in many words I have yet said but little that is at all 
equal to the height and importance of those motives 
which should animate the labours of the Christian 
minister, of those objects which he should have in 
view 5 how full he should be of zeal for the glory of 
God and his Saviour ; how devoted to the edification 
of the Lord's body, whether through honour or dis- 
honour, whether through evil report or good report. 

But who is sufficient for these things ? Our suffi- 
ciency is of God, His grace must be our unceasing 
dependence. It is the Holy Spirit alone, by whose 
influence such motives are either planted or sustained 
in the breast of man. For that influence, for its 
continuance^ for its increase, let us never forget to 
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pray ; and in particular, let us pray earnestly for it 
on the present solemn occasion. And may the 
people pray with us now ; may they habitually pray 
for us ! Far better is it for them, as well as for us, 
that they should show their love for the truth in this 
way, than indulge in those dangerous manifestations 
of a doubtful zeal, the passing of crude, hasty judg- 
ments upon their spiritual guides, or casting about 
harsh, uncharitable names upon their fellow-Chris- 
tians, Wherefore, pray ye, brethren, with us ^^to 
the Lord of the harvest, to send forth into his har- 
vest *^ faithful labourers, fit for the great work which 
lies before them, and actuated by such motives, 
through his all-sufficient grace, as shall make their 
labours redound abundantly to the glory of God, 
in the edification of his Church, and bring to them- 
selves a great reward hereafter, through the all- 
prevailing mediation and merits of our Saviour 
Christ ; to whom, &e. 
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SERMON II. 



THE OUTWARD CALL TO THE WORK OF THE 
MINISTRY •. 



Heb. v. 4. 



*' And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called 
of God, as was Aaron." 

The first question, put by our Church to the can- 
didate for the ministry, relates to the motive, by 
which he is actuated in offering himself for "the 
office of a deacon in the Church of God.'^ And, 
assuredly, no question can be more important. 
Without a right motive, any call, however regular, 
is insufficient, I say not to the validity of our mi- 
nistrations, (for the ministry of Judas Iscariot was 
a valid ministry,) but to the value of our labours 

* " Do you think that you are truly called, according to the will of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the due order of this realm, to the ministry 
of the Church ? 

''Answer. I think so." — The Ordering of Deacons, 

" Do you think in your heart, that you be truly called, according 
to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the order of this united 
Church of England and Ireland, to the order and ministry of priest- 
hood? 

"Answer. I think it.*'— The Ordering o/PrieOs. 
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to the Church, and to our comfort and safety in the 
discharge of our spiritual functions. An unholy or 
worldly, an ignorant or indolent clergyman, one in 
short who is not influenced by a ruling desire *^ to 
serve God^^ in his calling, ^^for the promoting of 
his glory, and the edifying of his people,^^ may be 
legally, may be ecclesiastically, may be, in every 
respect, a minister of the Church, so far as his com- 
mission is concerned; but can we hesitate to say 
that such a clergyman is, at the least, a burthen to 
the Church, and, if he continue such, must prove at 
length a misery to himself? But on this subject I 
entered fully on. occasion of the last ordination in 
this place. 

I. I have now to turn from the inward motive to 
the ministry, to the outward cally to which the 
second question at ordination relates. To the can- 
didate for the diaconate, the Bishop, in the name 
of the Church, addresses the following words : — " Do 
you think that you are truly called, according to the 
will of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the due order of 
this realm, to the ministry of the Church?^* And 
again, to the future presbyter: "Do you think in 
yoiu* heart, that you be truly called, according to 
the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the order of 
this united Church of England and Ireland, to the 
order and ministry of priesthood?'^ In the case of 
the priesthood, the inquiry into his motives is not 
repeated. They are supposed to be the same which 
induced him to enter upon the ministry in the first 
instance; and no other motive is required in the 
priest than in the deacon: both should have in 
view, as their great object, the pToiao\;\OTw oi ^^^^ 
glorjTj in the edification of \ua -peo^X^* ^^^ *^^ 
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offices of deacon and of priest differ, and the quali- 
fications are different, and different therefore is the 
call; so that one who is qualified for the diaconate 
is not forthwith fit for the priesthood; he may justly 
think himself called to the one, yet by no means feel 
the other to be his vocation. Accordingly the ques- 
tion is repeated in the ordering of priests, as relating 
to another and a distinct call. 

And most requisite is it in either case, whether 
of the priesthood or of the diaconate, that the can- 
didate should be satisfied as to his call to the office. 
For as the call is not sufficient without the right 
motive, so neither is the motive without the call. 
There may be the best intentions, nay more, the 
most fervent zeal in the cause of religion ; yet neither 
zeal nor good intentions justify an individual in as- 
suming the ministerial functions without authority, 
or in offering himself for them without suitable quali- 
fications. ^^No one taketh this honour to himself, 
but he that is called." 

II. But what is the call in the case before us? 
The question and the answer to it are familiar to 
many who hear me, and have, no doubt, been well 
considered by him who presents himself this day to 
take for his vocation the office of a deacon \ Still 
the inquiry is so important to us all, both ministers 
and people, that it cannot be out of place to recur to 
it once more on this solemn occasion. 

By the call then to the ministry is meant, in the 

first place, something extemaly and, we may add, 

public, not secret nor private. To call is to invite ; 

and an invitation comes to us from without, not 

from our own hearts. What our hearts or minds 

^^ ' There was only one ordameA oti \\ns occwfiQTL. 
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within us supply, even under the influence of Divine 
grace, is not the invitation, but the impulse, the 
desire, or at most the motive. And although to 
render the call effective to the Church, or safe to 
ourselves, it is necessary that the inward motive 
should concur with the outward call, still the two 
are in their nature distinct; nor can either stand 
as a substitute for the other ; neither the call for the 
motive, nor the motive for the call. 

In the case of our general calling as Christians, 
the external character of the call is evident. The 
Apostles and their fellow-labourers were sent to 
preach the Gospel to all nations. They went forth 
as heralds, proclaiming to the world '^ remission of 
sins in the name of Christ,^^ and ^^ calling upon all 
men every where to repent^' and become his dis- 
ciples. This was at first what the Apostle styles 
(Phil. iii. 14) " the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus," his invitation to us from above through his 
Son to come and be saved, " the heavenly calling," 
as it is elsewhere designated (Heb. iii* 1) ; and those 
who were thus brought into the Church, are con- 
tinually spoken of in the apostolic epistles as ^^the 
called ;" as guests invited to the marriage supper of 
the king's son, and so brought into the Church, 
which is "the house of the living God." Here 
then, evidently, the call is external, and not of itself 
sufficient. Among the guests at the marriage, in- 
dividuals may be found without the wedding gar- 
ment: many may be called j yet few cliosen. The 
Word preached must be ^^ mixed with faith in them 
that hear it." They must be inwardly " moved by 
the Holy Ghost," as well as invited V>^ \Xi^ ^x^a.OckEt \ 
even as we read in the case of lijdivai oi ^V^^"^"^-* 
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^^ whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended 
unto the things which were spoken of PauL*' Or 
the call may be made not merely by the preaching 
of the Word to the individuals called, but, as in the 
case of infants, by the general invitations of the 
Church, addressed to parents and others (as in the 
services of our own Church), to bring young chil- 
dren unto Christ in his holy baptism. Here again 
the call is external, and of itself insufficient, if it be 
not followed by the operation of the Holy Ghost 
upon the heart within, disposing, enabling, and 
assisting the baptized Christian to enxbrace the 
promises, and to fulfil the vows, of that gracious 
covenant. 

Similarly in the case of holy orders, there is the 
inward operation of the Spirit, and there is also the 
outward call of the Church, distinct from each other, 
and too often separate, but which ought ever to.be 
united. 

In regard to the call in this case, to which our 
attention is now more particularly directed, let us 
look first to God's ancient Church. In that the 
rule was clear and peremptory. "No man,*' saith 
the Apostle, " taketh this honour to himself, but he 
that is called of God, as was Aaron!^ And what 
was this call? Was it some internal impulse in 
Aaron's own mind ? or was it not an explicit com- 
mand given by the Almighty to his servant Moses 
in these words : " Take thou unto thee Aaron thy 
brother and his sons with him from among the 
children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in 
the priest's office, even Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, 
Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons?" And when, 
subsequently, the call was disputed, how was it 
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authenticated ? Was it by an appeal to Aaron's 
private impulses? Was it not by some external 
evidence, even the miraculous budding of Aaron^s 
rod? But^ as regards the Levitical priesthood 
throughout all its degrees, the fact of the call being 
express and external, yet divine — a call of the 
Church, authorized by God — is undisputed. 

When, however, the Mosaic economy was super- 
seded by the Christian, the shadow by the substance, 
the type by the reality, was the same course adopted 
still ? Undoubtedly, it was. Even in our Lord's 
own case, where, if ever, it was unnecessary, it 
seemed fit to the Divine wisdom to mark Him out 
by an external call. For, as Aaron was called, " so 
also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high 
priest; but he that said unto him. Thou art my 
Son, to-day have I begotten thee. As he saith also 
in another place. Thou art a priest for ever after the 
order of Melchisedec *.^' And, as in prophecy, so 
more directly still by a voice firom heaven at our 
Lord's baptism, as well as on two other occasions, 
did the Father Himself, who sent the Son, " bear 
witness*^ of his call to be " the Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession.'' 

Now, as the Father sent the Son, so did the Son 
send his Apostles. There was under the law a minis- 
try typically predictive of Christ; and there is under 
the Gospel a ministry directly commemorative of 
Christ. The priesthood has been " changed" by the 
advent of Christ, but not abolished. If it was ne- 
cessary to direct the minds of men to a coming 
Saviour, how much more to keep them in remem- 
1 Heb. V4 6, 6. 

c 
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brance of the Saviour already come ! Therefore, 
there is stilly for this great purpose^ a ministry in the 
Church ; and to this ministry there is still a call. 
^' Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men/' 
was the language of our Lord to his first ministers. 
He called them individually to be his attendants; 
He selected the twelve expressly by name ; He ap- 
pointed them solemnly to be his chosen apostles; 
and invested them with full authority in his Church, 
that in the regeneration, after Christ's resurrection 
from the dead, that is to say, in the regenerated 
state of God's people, when the Church should be 
*' begotten again to a lively hope by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead," the Apostles should 
'^ sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of the Israel" of God. 

Thus conunissioned and invested with authority, 
the Apostles carried out their commission and ex- 
ercised their authority, not only by their own per- 
sonal labours, but farther by calling and ordaining, 
first deacons, as at Jerusalem and Philippi, then 
presbyters in every city, and aft;erwards, as soon as 
the extension of Christianity required it, by ap- 
pointing others, such as Timothy and Titus, to 
govern the Churches for them, including the 
deacons and presbyters together with the people, 
and to call and ordain, as themselves had done, 
new presbyters and deaoons, as occasion should 
arise; for which end, they gave to these their 
suifragan bishops, express instructions (such as we 
find in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus) as to 
the qualifications of the persons to be chosen to the 
functions of the ministry. 
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Here then we have still under the Gospel the 
outward call; Christ Himself called by God the 
Father, the Apostles called by Christ, deacons, pres- 
byters, and bishops called by the Apostles, until the 
ministry was fully and firmly established in the 
Church for all generations. 

I say for all generations. The commission given 
by our Lord to his Apostles, as his first ministers, 
was to ^*go and make disciples of all nations ;^^ to 
preach the Gospel to every creature ; to show forth 
his death till He should come ; and for these pur- 
poses He emphatically promised to be with them to 
the end of the world. But how were these injunc- 
tions to be carried out, or this promise to be fulfilled, 
except by the continuance of the apostolic ministry 
to the end of time ? The preaching of the Gospel 
and the administration of the sacraments were to be 
not only for the nations then upon earth, but for all 
nations ; not for that time merely, but to the end of 
the world, till Christ should come in his glory. Ac- 
cordingly, the Apostles took especial care that men 
should *^be able even after their decease to have 
the things'* which they taught, " always in remem- 
brance ^y^ partly by their writings or those of their 
companions, partly also by providing for the con- 
tinuance of the Christian ministry, and enjoining 
the bishops under them faithfully to hand on the 
torch of truth, as they had received it, to future 
generations. Thus St. Paul exhorts Timothy : 
*^Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus. And the things which thou 
hast heard from me among many witnesses, the 

1 2 Peter i. 16. 

c 2 
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same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able 
to teach others also * ;" and so the threefold ministry, 
established in the Church by the Apostles, under the 
commission which they had received from Christ, 
has been handed down throughout the great body 
of Christendom to our own day. For, to use the 
language of our own Church in the preface to her 
Ordination Services, ^^it is evident unto all men 
diligently reading the Holy Scriptures and ancient 
authors, that from the Apostles' time there have 
been these orders of ministers in Christ's Church : 
bishops, priests, and deacons. Which offices were 
evermore had in such reverent estimation, that no 
man might presume to execute any of them, except 
he were first called, tried, examined, and known to 
have such qualities as are requisite for the same; 
and also by public prayer, with imposition of hands, 
were approved and admitted thereto by lawful au- 
thority." 

We have now traced the existence of a regular 
public call to the ministry in the Church from the 
earliest times to our own, and have noticed the re- 
cognition, by our own Church, of the necessity of 
such a call to the execution of any of the ministerial 
functions. 

III. But how, it may be asked, is this call made? 
how is the invitation given ? It is given generally 
in the known laws and regulations of our Church 
upon the subject, in the language of her Liturgy, 
and in the practice of her bishops. It is given more 
especially in the notice which is made public of an 

^ 2 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 
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approaching ordination in any particular diocese at 
any particular time ; which amounts to an intimation 
that the Church is in want of ministers^ and calls 
upon those who are inwardly moved to take such 
ministration upon them^ with proper views, to present 
themselves that they may be " tried, examined, and,^^ 
if *' found to have the requisite qualities,'^ may, by 
the lawful authority of the bishop of the diocese, be 
" approved and admitted thereunto." 

Such is the call to the ministry in the Church of 
England, not secret or private, but external and 
public; so that, in the language of our twenty-third 
Article of Religion, " it is not lawful for any man to 
take upon him the office of public preaching, or 
ministering the sacraments in the congregation, be- 
fore he be lawfully called, and sent to execute the 
same ; and those we ought to judge lawfully called 
and sent, which be chosen and called to this work 
by men who have public authority given unto them 
in the congregation, to call and send ministers into 
the Lord^s vineyard." And in like manner, in her 
twenty-sixth Article, our Church, when speaking of 
unworthy ministers, justifies the use of their mi- 
nistry in hearing the word of God and in receiving 
of the sacraments, expressly on this principle, that 
they ^^ do not the same in their own name, but in 
Christ^s, and do minister by his commission and 
authority." 

. IV. But here a perplexity may arise in the minds 
of some, from the circumstance of this call being 
stated by our Church to be not merely " according 
to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ," or "accord- 
ing to the order of this united Church of England 
c 3 
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and Ireland," but ^^ according to t?ie due order of 
tfhis realm" At first such language may appear to 
'give to the call to the ministry a secular character, 
to make the institution itself a human ordinance, 
and convert the ministration of the Word and sacra- 
ments into a civil function. But such, it is evident, 
was not the meaning of the Church. We have seen 
how she traces her ministry up to the Apostles ; and 
if we refer to her prayers, we shall find them per- 
vaded by the conviction that the offices of the mi- 
nistry are of divine institution, that it was not man 
but " God by his Holy Spirit," as well as " by his 
providence, who appointed divers orders of ministers 
in the Church," that the office and administration 
of her deacons is in all substantial points like that 
of St. Stephen, and that her priests are ^^ messengers, 
stewards, and watchmen of the Lord," called by Grod 
Himself to "the same office and ministry" which 
Christ "sent abroad into the world", after his as- 
cension into heaven, "for the salvation of mankind." 
Who indeed could authorize the appointment of 
Christ^s ministers but Christ Himself? or how could 
a merely secular sanction suffice for a spiritual work, 
— above all, for such a work as the eternal salvation 
of immortal souls ? Let us " render unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's, but unto God the things 
that are God's." The ministers of Christ minister 
by his authority ; the stewards of the mysteries of 
God have their stewardship committed to them from 
above. 

What then is meant by this reference to " the due 
order of this realm ? " The meaning is, that it is, 
bj God's gracious providence^ the happiness of the 
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Church of England^ to be supported at once both by 
Divine and by human law ; or, in other words, that 
the state, in performing its duty as a minister of 
GocPs providence, has been careful to point out to 
the people who are the ministers of his grace ; that 
it has come forward, as became a Christian state, 
to bear witness to the ordinances of Christ by re- 
ceiving them for its own, and modelling by his will 
the law of the realm respecting them. The ministry 
of the Church is still the ministry of Christ, eveu 
though as such it be recognized and cherished, sup- 
ported and guarded, by the civil power ; just as the 
sixth commandment remains in the Decalogue, 
though it may be copied into our statute-book, and 
continues to be the law of God when re-echoed by 
human legislation. It is a human law, it is true, 
but it is Divine also ; at once Divine and human, — 
the temporal power, as God^s servant, enforcing 
what the great Lawgiver of the world has made our 
duty. It is so in religion, when the true Church is 
established by law, and the institutions of Christ are 
surrounded, for their better preservation and ob- 
servance, with the aids and safeguards of our social 
polity. 

When therefore we speak of the call to the mi- 
nistry being "according to the will of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,'* and also according to " the due order 
of this realm,'* or according "to the order of this 
united Church of England and Ireland,'* we speak 
not of different calls, but of one and the same call 
regarded in different relations; and what we mean 
is, not that this call rests upon a merely human au- 
thority, but that our national Ch.Mxd\ \^ %:^Qf3i^^^v 

c 4 
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and our laws Christian, and that the commission of 
Christ comes to us secured by a secular sanction, 
as well as by ecclesiastical authority. The spiritual 
functions of the Church, though they may be sup- 
ported and provided for by the state, have yet a 
higher source. Christ's kingdom, though in the 
world, and even when in a manner blended with 
the kingdoms of the world, is " not of this world,*' 
derives not *^Jrom^ this world'' its real character, 
strength, or authority. Its powers are in their 
origin. Divine ; derived not " from this," but from 
another " world." 

Not that there is nothing required in a minister 
of the Church by our ecclesiastical laws as sanc- 
tioned by the state, which does not belong to the 
very essence of the Christian ministry. Far from it» 
In every particular Church many things are required 
as expedient for the national good, which are not 
strictly essential in a general view. In the Church 
of England, for example, no one can be admitted to 
the order of deacon unless he be "learned in the 
Latin tongue," nor to that of priest unless he be 
" full four-and-twenty years old:" qualifications not 
in themselves essential to the ministry, but con- 
sidered important, and as such rendered necessary 
to its exercise, in the English Church. 

We see then how necessary it is that individuals, 
however amiable, or however zealous, or however 
exemplary in many respects, should not be per- 
mitted, on any secret impulse of their own minds, 
to assume to themselves the office of ministers of 

* 'Ek tov Kofffiov TovTov. Johu xviii. 36. See also Matt, xxviii. 
18, 19. 
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Christ without being " called to this work by men 
who have public authority given unto them*' for 
that purpose, as has ever been the case in the 
Church of God, and as is therefore the case in the 
Church of Christ established by law within the 
realm of England. 

V, Such is the call to the ministry; but in its 
application to individuals there are many points still 
to be considered. The call in itself is external, 
public, and general; but its application to indi- 
viduals obviously implies personal and even internal 
qualifications on their part. Not only must the call 
come from proper authority^ it ought also to be re- 
ceived only by those who are qualified for it, as well 
as influenced by a right motive. Hence the nume- 
rous precautions taken by the Church to insure a 
meetness for their vocation in the candidates for 
holy orders ; hence the various requisites insisted 
upon as to education, and character, and competence 
before they are presented for ordination. Nor is 
thia all. Even here in the Church, after presenta- 
tion, the examination is continued ; and before the 
call is completed, that solemn question is put to the 
candidate, to which I have on this occasion more 
particularly solicited your attention. Already has 
he exhibited testimonials to his character and fitness ; 
already has he produced certificates both of his age 
and irreproachable conduct; already has he under- 
gone a careful examination into his qualifications, 
and been tried for a time, if his object be the priest- 
hood, in the office of a deacon ; and, in conclusion, 
the congregation have been challenged, if they know 
of any impediment, to come forth and declare it^ 
c 5 
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Why then interrogate the candidate any more? 
What meaneth this farther question ? 

It is an appeal — a public and authoritative appeal 
— to the candidates own conscience; an adjuration, 
as it were, of that last witness, without which the 
others, however apparently satisfactory^ can never 
be really so. Members of the Church, both clergy 
and laity, have been called upon for their testimony ; 
facts have been inquired into, qualifications have 
been tried, information has been solicited, and yet 
the Church pauses. Just as in the solemnization 
of matrimony, after all other requisite precautions, 
the Church finally adjures the parties themselves to 
confess it, if they know of any just cause against 
their marriage ; so is it in this still more solemn and 
more binding union of an individual to the ministry, 
from which nothing in life but his own wickedness 
can ever afterwards divorce him. 

It is an appeal, I have said, to the conscience of 
the individual ; a final adjuration of that most im- 
portant witness. But to what is it that his con* 
science is to bear testimony in answering this 
question ? It is as to the truth and nature of the 
call with reference to himself personally. *• Do you 
think that you are truly called to the ministry of the 
Church, according to the will of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and the due order of this realm ?*^ 

Now an affirmative answer to this question does 
certainly imply in the first place that the candidate 
believes the call to the ministry in the Church of 
England to be such as the Church describes it to 
be, "lawful'^ in a civil sense, " orderly'^ in an ec- 
clesiastical view, and also " right,*' as being ^* accord- 
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ing to the will of our Lord/* It is an acknowledg- 
ment that the ministers of our Church are not mere 
functionaries of a national establishment, but really 
ministers of Christ, and go forth to the work and 
labour of their lives under a Divine commission, as 
well as with every human sanction. It is a pledge 
that the candidate will enter upon his vocation 
under a sense both of his duty to his country on 
the one hand, and of his duty to Christ and his 
Church on the other, so as to ^^ take heed,** as unto a 
most sacred trust, ^< unto the ministry which he shall 
have received in the Lord, that he may fulfil it ^** 

But the question has also reference to the person 
called : to his own fitness as well as to the regularity 
of the call. The latter may be all that we have de- 
scribed, ** lawful, orderly, right ;** yet the person so 
called may not be truly called according to the will 
of Christ after all, nor even according to the order 
of the Church and realm. I will not suppose the 
extreme case of an unprincipled person obtruding 
himself into the ministry by means of false papers, 
or the wilful concealment of facts which would of 
themselves exclude him. From such danger common 
decency is in general a sufficient protection. But 
Yre will suppose a case much more possible ; we will 
suppose an individual able to obtain testimonials to 
his character and fitness, and chargeable with no 
notorious defect or crime that could in law exclude 
him ; we will suppose farther, that " after due exa- 
mination,** neither the archdeacon nor the bishop 
" finds to the contrary but that the party is lawfully 
ealled to the proposed function and ministry, and 
» CoL iv. 17. 
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36 The Outward Call to [Serm. IL 

that he is a person meet for the same;'^ whilst in 
the whole congregation there is not an individnal 
who can allege any impediment to his admission. 
Still; afler all these precautions^ and with every 
thing satisfactory, so far as human scrutiny can 
penetrate, the candidate may be conscious to himself 
that he is not a fit person for the ministry of the 
Church ; that it is not in fact his vocation ; that his 
friends have mistaken his character, his examiners 
been deceived as to his attainments; or, at best, 
that his secret habits, his propensities, his ruling 
desires, his tastes, his aims, his pleasures, his favour- 
ite employments, are not those which would become 
a minister of Christ; in short, that in whatever light 
he may have appeared to others, his qualifications 
are not such as Holy Scripture and the reason of 
the case require in the man of God. I speak not 
now of the consciousness of frailty and imperfectionis, 
which all must feel, nor of overstrained scruples 
in tender consciences, but of the absence of those 
high moral and religious qualifications which are 
required for the ministry, of the absence even of 
any serious desire to possess them, which may co^ 
exist with much learning, and with even considera* 
ble correctness of outward demeanour. Or the can- 
didate, though learned, moral, religious, and anxious 
to devote himself to the work of the ministry ac- 
cording to his own notions of it, may be secretly 
conscious of some undetected disloyalty to this out 
Church of England, some inward disapproval of the 
"order of the realm'* as to ecclesiastical matters,- 
^ome hidden partiality on the one hand for the 
views of dissent respecting .the ministry of the 
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Church, or, on the other, for the overweening claims 
of papal Rome. 

It is in considerations like these that we find the 
necessity for that last appeal to the candidate, in 
which we call upon him to consider again, at the 
very threshold of the ministry, whether he be 
really one of those to whom the call to the ministry 
is addressed, either in the word of God or by the 
voice of his Church, his own conscience concurring 
in the testimony of his brethren and the decision 
of his judges. Happy is it both for the individual 
and for the Church, when the call, thus regularly 
and carefully made, is no less faithfully received, and 
the candidate, when asked if he be truly called, is 
able in all humility, yet in all earnestness and sin- 
cerity, to say, " I think so.'' 

And now what remains but that I should briefly 
exhort all who hear me to entertain worthy thoughts 
of the Christian ministry, as of a vocation not to be 
lightly esteemed or hastily assumed, much less 
usurped without public authority, but one to be 
reverently regarded by all, and never to be under- 
taken by any without the most serious thoughts 
and the most careful preparation, at the lawful call 
of the Church. — " Let a man so account of us as of 
the ministers of Christ and stewards of the mysteries 
of God.'' 

But ^^it is required in stewards, that a man be 
found faithful." We magnify our office, not to make 
the clergy proud, but to make them thoughtful. 
The office ought indeed to be respected by others ; 
but above all, my brethren who are already ministers 
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of Christ or about to become so, we ought to respect 
the office ourselves, and, remembering its solemn 
responsibilities, to walk worthily of our calling, 
giving both in our life and doctrine full proof of our 
ministry, by studying to discharge its duties with 
that zeal and fidelity, with that union of circumspec- 
tion and devotedness, with that exemplary piety and 
charity, which may well be looked for in those who 
claim to be the servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and who have avowedly chosen for themselves as 
the great business of their lives, as their express 
vocationy the setting forth of God's glory in the 
salvation of immortal souls. 
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SERMON III. 



TEACHING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE *. 



2 Tim. iv. 2. 
« Preach the Word." 

The work of the Christian minister consists not 
merely in teaching ; his duties^ those of the priest 
in particular^ are manifold. In the promises which 
he makes to the Church before he receives his com« 
mission^ he distinctly engages to minister not merely 
the doctrine, but the sacraments and discipline of 
Christ. He enters into still further engagements 

* ^ Do you unfeignedly believe all the Canonical Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament % 

^^ Answer, I do believe them. 

*< Will you diligently read the same unto the people assembled in 
the Church where you shall be appointed to serve \ 

*^AiMwer, I will."— 2i^ Ordering of Deacons, 

" Are you persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently 
all doctrine required of necessity for eternal salvation through faith 
in Jesus Christ 1 and are you determined, out of the said Scriptures 
to instruct the people committed to your charge, and to teach nothing, 
as required of necessity to eternal salvation, but that which you shall 
be persuaded may be concluded and proved by the Scripture f 

** Answer, I am so persuaded, and have so determined by Grod's 
grace."— J^ Ordering of Priests. 
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respecting his more private ministrations ; his pray- 
ers and studies ; his example and the example of his 
family ; his furtherance of quietness, and peace, and 
love; as well as his submission to ecclesiastical 
authority. It is not, therefore, with any intention of 
disparaging the other duties of the Christian pres- 
byter, that I propose, on the present occasion, to 
confine myself more particularly to the subject of 
teaching ; but under the impression that, by concen- 
trating attention on one portion of our ministerial 
obligations, we may, with the Divine assistance, em- 
ploy the present brief opportunity to more profit, 
than by entering, in a more general manner, on a 
wider field. 

I. Without then presuming to exalt teaching above 
prayer, or to set the sermon, or any other mode of 
instruction, in unholy rivalry with the sacraments, 
we may speak of the office of teaching as a most 
important part of the functions of the priesthood, 
important even as regards both prayers and sacra- 
ments, and all the other parts of a devout and holy 
life. For how shall men observe these aright, unless 
they be taught to do so ? And whence, in general, 
arise defective or erroneous views in regard to any 
of the ordinances of religion, or obligations of a 
Christian, on the part of the congregation, but from 
defectiveness or error in the doctrine to which they 
are accustomed from their miniiter ? Even, then, on 
this ground, it is important that we should attend to 
our teaching. Sound doctrine will, generally, be 
accompanied by a due observance of the sacraments 
and discipline of Christ's Church. 

But the importance of teaching, is not left to be 
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determined by reasons drawn, however strong, from 
the nature of the case. It is an ordinance allowed 
on all hands to be of Christ's own appointment. 
When our Lord " gave the word '^ of life in his Gos- 
pel, " great was the company of the preachers '^ who 
were sent to make it known ; for " He gave some 
Apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edi- 
fying of the body of Christ.'^ The duly-authorized 
minister of Christ is his envoy or messenger to pre- 
pare his way, his prophet to expound his will, his 
herald or evangelist to publish his salvation, or his 
pastor to feed his flock. 

Accordingly, it is with great solemnity that St. 
Paul urges upon Timothy this duty of instruction : — 
^^ I charge thee, therefore, before God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom : Preach the word : 
be instant in season, out of season ; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.*' And 
again, " Do the work of an evangelist : make full 
proof of thy ministry.'' 

The modes of ministerial teaching are many. Be- 
sides pastoral counsel and exhortation in private, 
there is the catechetical instruction of the young, 
and the careful reading of Holy Scripture in the 
Church, to both of wWch our attention is expressly 
called in the ordinal ; and there is also what is com- 
monly called preaching, to which, as being at once a 
most difficult and important branch of ministerial 
instruction, I would more particularly direct my 
remarks; for though "sermons are not the only 
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preaching which doth save souls V' to the exclusioa 
of the public reading of Holy Scripture, or even of 
public catechizing, yet " so worthy a part of Divine 
service we should greatly wrong, if we did not esteem 
preaching as the blessed ordinance of Ood, sermons 
as keys to the kingdom of heaven, as wings to the 
soul, as spurs to the good affections of man ; unto 
the sound and healthy as food ; as physic unto dis-^ 
eased minds */^ 

11. From the importance of teaching, and of preach- 
ing in particular, I proceed to its substance. 

We are to teach and preach. But what must we 
either preach or teach ? 

The Apostle answers, " Preach the word/* And 
the same command equally applies to all our teaching 
as ministers of Christ : Preach the word, even the 
word of God. And where is this to be found? 
Where, we reply, in all its purity, where without any 
doubt or controversy among Christian people, but in 
those Holy Scriptures which are universally acknow- 
ledged to be inspired ? In the Apostles' time it was 
otherwise; their oral teaching, equally with their 
writings, was the word of God. But their oral 
teaching ceased with their ministry. And although 
we have in the early creeds of the Church a general 
testimony to what had been from the first her faith 
and doctrine, still this testimony^ however strong and 
however valuable, is something different from Revela- 
tion; it is human, not divine; historical, not inspired; 
unquestionable, it may be, as testimony, bearing about 
it all the credentials which any reasonable mind can 

» Hooker. » Ibid. 
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require^ but not if^falUblej as are the dictates of un- 
erring Wisdom, being still the word, not of Grod, but 
of man. 

For though Christ promised to be with his Church 
alway, ^^ even to the end of the world/^ this promise 
does not of necessity imply the gift of inspiration. 
It implies blessings, blessings of the first importance, 
but not this blessing in particular, of infallible direc- 
tion. Christ is ever present in his Church by his 
Holy Spirit to bless the means of grace and salvation 
already gweuy not to add to them. 

It seems, indeed, altogether a mistaken view of 
Christianity, to suppose that a perpetual revelation^ 
or that even an infallible authority, should always 
exist in the Church ; and that the heavenly wisdom, 
the wisdom of inspiration, which was given to the 
Apostles, should be continued for ever among their 
successors, so far, at the least, as to preserve them 
from all error, if not to lead them on to farther truth ; 
as if imperfection in wisdom were more inconsistent 
with the being of the Church, than imperfection in 
righteousness; or it were more necessary that we 
should unerringly apprehend the doctrines of the 
Gospel, than that we should completely obey its pre- 
cepts ; or as if Christian truth could ever be appre- 
hended to any saving purpose, without a proportionate 
advancement in Christian holiness. Wisdom and obe- 
dience go hand in hand; they advance together: if 
to the last the one is imperfect in this world, so will 
the other be ; the path of the just shining more and 
more unto the perfect day, when the night of our 
probation shall be over, and the Sun of Righteous- 
ness shall appear in all his brightness at his second 
advent* 
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It should seem then to be unnecessary, and incon- 
sistent with our present state of trial and imperfectioD 
(if we may venture to reason thus), as well as un- 
warranted by any promise of our Lord, that we should 
look for perpetual inspiration in his Church, or even 
for an infallible interpretation of his written word, 
and expect Revelation to be not only perfect ob- 
jectively in itself, but also subjectively in our appre- 
hension of it. The very essence of our earthly pro- 
bation seems to consist in having to struggle with 
uncertainty y as well as with sin, so as, by degrees, to 
surmount them both more and more, and rise nearer 
and nearer to that unerring excellence of wisdom and 
righteousness which is set before us in Holy Scrip- 
ture, encouraging us on our way, yet still rising above 
us, like the summit of some lofty mountain, the higher ' 
we advance. 

But without going further into this question, it 
may be sufficient for the present occasion to observe, 
that, whatever may be the views of others, the clergy 
of our own Church are expressly called upon to draw 
their teaching from Holy Scripture, and to make that 
the great source and rule of all their doctrine. The 
Church of England makes no pretensions to infalli- 
bility ; she claims authority ^ it is true, claims it even 
in controversies of faith ; but it is not an unlimited 
authority; it is an authority subordinate to Scrip- 
ture ; the authority of a parent, the authority of a 
ruler, the authority of a judge, not that of an inspired 
Apostle. 

For inspired wisdom she refers her children, and her 
clergy in particular, simply and solely to the written 
word of God. Before she admits any one even to be 
a_deacon in the Church, she calls for a distinct 
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acknowledgment of his belief in Holy Scripture, 
agreeably to the canon of the Church Catholic, as 
stated in our sixth Article of Religion, and exacts a 
promise that he will be "diligent in reading the same 
unto the people assembled in the Church where he 
shall be appointed to serve;** while, at the ordina* 
tion of her priests, she expressly requires from them 
an assent to thcBufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for 
all saving doctrine, with a solemn pledge that their 
own teaching shall be scriptural; and if she refers 
them to her public formularies, it is because she 
firmly believes them to be scriptural too, and as such, 
a necessary security to the Church, as the depositary 
of revealed truth, against the admission of persons 
into her ministry who, in her judgment, would mis- 
interpret the written word of God, 

You will remember, my brethren, fellow-soldiers 
of Christ, fellow-labourers in the Lord^s vineyard, who 
are now about to offer yourselves for advancement in 
the ministry, — ^you will remember the very serious 
promises in regard to your teaching, which will shortly 
pass your lips, and how distinctly you will pledge 
yourselves to draw your doctrine out of Scripture^ 
and ^^ to teach nothing, as necessary to salvation, but 
that which you shall be persuaded may be concluded 
and proved by the Scripture/* 

You will, indeed, further promise that you will 
minister " the doctrine of Christ as this Church and 
realm hath received the same.** But this is not a 
different promise from the other. It is merely an 
acknowledgment that you believe the doctrine of our 
national Church to be agreeable to Scripture, and 
*^ according to the commandments of God ;** that her 
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object has not been to set up her own or any other 
authority opposed to God's word, or independent of 
it, but to by aside all such teaching, with which her 
formularies and her ministrations were once encum- 
bered, so as to teach simply what is scriptural, and 
that in this object she has succeeded* If you pro- 
mise conformity with her confessions of faith, it is 
because you consider them to be conformable with 
the Scriptures. The doctrine is still ^the same/' 
In a word, you believe our Church to have been 
faithful to her charge as a witness, and keeper, and 
expounder of Holy Writ; and you gladly, therefore, 
pledge yourselves to minister the doctrine of Christ 
under her direction, as a safe though not infiJlibie 
guide, as a trustworthy though not inspired inter- 
preter of Divine Revelation, deserving of your love, 
and confidence, and veneration, though not herself 
the object of your faith. 

Such, I conceive, my reverend brethren, to be the 
due medium between a contempt of the authority 
of the Church on the one hand, and an excessive 
exaltation of it on the other; between an arrogant 
*^ leaning to our own understandings '' in the inter- 
pretation of Scripture, and a neglect, humbly (in 
distrust of ourselves), devoutly (in dependence upon 
God's gracious guidance), diligently (with all the 
external helps which God hath placed within our 
reach, especially the help of the Church's own teach- 
ing), to enlighten and satisfy our consciences, ac- 
cording to those Apostolic maxims, ^^Let every 
man be fully persuaded in his own mind;" "For 
whatsoever is not of faith, is sin ;" that is to say, 
whatsoever is against our conscientious persuasion of 
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truth and rectitude, is in us criminal. Without en- 
couraging all the licence and folly of a merely private 
judgment, or leading us to suppose ourselves wiser 
than the whole Church, our Church still expects her 
clergy to have " searched the Scriptures*^ for them- 
selves, and compared with them her own confessions, 
inviting none, nay more, admitting none to teach 
virithin her pale, who do not solemnly profess to have 
made the inquiry, and to have satisfied their minds 
on this subject, making Scripture, as she herself 
does, the paramount rule of their faith, the only 
treasure of unerring truth. 

But it is time, now that we see the force of our 
rule, to come to its practical application. We are 
^^ to preach the word,** the written word of God ; 
this is our commission ; this is what the Scripture 
commands ; this is what the Church, after Scripture, 
requires of us ; and if, in giving the commission, she 
accompanies it with cautions against either perversion 
of God*s word, or addition to its teaching, it is 
because experience has shown such cautions to be 
necessary ; it is to guard us against dangers, to some 
of which we are continually exposed. 

Your preaching, then, my reverend brethren, must 
be scriptural. 

It must be so, first of all, in its substance. The 
matter of your instruction must be derived from the 
Bible, As Christ^s messengers, you must deliver his 
message ; as the heralds of his kingdom, you must 
proclaim what He commands. The very duty of a 
messenger, the very office of a herald, imply that you 
deliver, not any theory or opinions of your own, but 
what has been given you in charge •, \Xie xtie.^^'di'^ «^ 
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proclamation committed to you ; the sacred deposit* 
of the Gospel, contained in the writings of the Pro« 
phets and Apostles of the Lord; otherwise you 
cease to act as heralds, as messengers, or as ministers 
of Christ : you speak for yourselves, or, it may be, 
for some merely human master, and not for Him. 

This may appear to some a very trite admonition, 
and altogether superfluous ; but it is far from being 
so in reality. The temptations to unscriptural preach- 
ing are numerous and common. There is, for instance, 
the danger of drawing our doctrines, not so much 
from the inspired writings of Prophets, Evangelists, 
and Apostles, as from the productions of even heathen 
moralists and pJdlosopherSy modified, it may be, in 
some degree, by the floating sentiments of Christen- 
dom, so as to be exempt from the grosser errors of 
paganism; strained, as it,^ere, through a nominally 
Christian medium ; yet altogether destitute of the 
spirit and substance of genuine Christianity, — ^the 
life-giving truths of the Gospel ; the incarnation and 
death, the resurrection and ascension, of the Son of 
God ; the gift of God's Holy Spirit ; the privileges 
of the Christian Church ; the prospect of eternal 
glory ; with all the hopes and fears, the sympathies 
and aspirations, the difficulties, and trials, luid tri- 
umphs, of the Christian conflict. How little of such 
things do some preachers speak ! Their teaching is 
rather of this world than of the next ; their morality, 
a system of rules without adequate motives to sustain 
it; a body without a soul; a tree without any roots; 
a house built upon the sand, not upon that founda« 

» 1 Tim. vi. 20. 
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tion which has been laid by the holy Apostles^ and 
besides which none other can be laid, whether for 
holiness here or for happiness hereafter^ even Jesus 
Christ. We have reason, however, to be deeply 
thankful that this semi-paganism, this neglect of 
Christ and his Gospel in the preaching of his own 
ministers, however prevalent in the last century, or 
even at the commencement of this, has become, and 
is daily becoming, less and less common. A sermon, 
in the present days, must have some savour of Chris- 
tianity in it, to obtain acceptance even among the 
least serious of our hearers. We are listened to as 
messengers of Christy and we are expect^ to speak 
of Him ; nor is it often that a discourse is now heard 
from our pulpits, in which his name or his truth is 
entirely omitted. 

There are, however, other dangers which beset the 
preacher ; and most prevalent amongst these, is that 
of taking up from more directly Christian, yet still 
uninspired writers, or from the conventional opinions 
of a party, a certain scheme of religion, whether it 
be Calvinism, or Lutheranism, or Arminianism, or 
Methodism, or Romanism, or any other equally 
human system ; and resorting to Holy Scripture, not 
so much for instruction, ^^ desiring the sincere milk 
of the word, that we may grow thereby,** as to cull 
out texts which appear to support our previously 
adopted theory. Surely, this is not to teach out of 
Scripture, but rather to "teach for doctrines the 
commandments of men,** and to make the Scriptiu*es 
serve an unholy servitude to human dictation. In 
general, those who fall into this error^ are but little 
aware of it themselves. Because they can quote 

D 



50 Teaching Jrom Holy Scripture. [Serm. III. 

fluently texts of Scripture, in seeming confirmation 
of these views, they imagine that those views must, 
in consequence, be scripturaL They have never 
inquired whether the trtie meaning of the texts ad- 
duced by them be such as they suppose, when viewed 
as they stand in the Bible, and in connexion with 
the general tenor of Holy Writ ; nor have they, per- 
haps, ever paused to ask themselves how they came 
by their favourite notions: — ^whether it was not 
from the perusal of some particular book, or the 
hearing of some particular preacher, or the conver- 
sation of some fiiend, or the bias of early education, 
rather than from any humble, devout, and laborious 
study of God's Holy Word. 

III. On the subject of preaching, it would be easy 
to enlarge far beyond our present limits : we might 
dwell upon the sense of responsibility, with which ^is 
part of our ministerial duty should be approached ; 
on the diligence, therefore, with which it should be 
discharged ; on the care which should be taken both 
in the preparation and the delivery of our sermons, 
that we not only ^ preach the word,^ but preach it 
clearly and forcibly ; preach it with the earnestness 
and simplicity of men who know and feel its value ; 
preach it with some ulterior object steadily in view, 
beyond that of merely delivering a sermon, even the 
spiritual improvement of our hearers, and the glory 
of Him whose ministers we are, whose word we 
preach, whose salvation we proclaim. 

IV. Above all, we must continually keep in mind, 
that to preach scripturally, we must preach jnraC" 
tically. I do not mean that we must preach a mere 
worldly morality (against this I have already entered 
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my caution)^ nor yet that we must preach the divine 
precepts of the Gospel itself apart from its doctrines ; 
but that we must put those doctrines before our 
hearers in a practical form ; must show how they 
abound in motives for conduct ; must teach men not 
merely to talk of, but to " live by, faith in the Son of 
God/' When St, Paul exhorted Titus to " speak the 
things which become sound doctrine,^' to what did he 
call his attention ? It was to the dtUies of Christians ; 
the duties of the old an^ of the young, of men and of 
women ; the duties of Christ's ministers ; the duties 
of servants and of subjects ; giving this as his reason, 
^^ For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world ; looking 
for that blessed hope, even the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ ; who 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. These things speiJc, and 
exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man 
despise thee.'' 

y. Again, my reverend brethren, for I still address 
myself more particularly to the deacons who now 
present themselves to be admitted to the priesthood, 
remember that, however important preaching may 
be— and it is difficult to exa^erate the importance 
of the wise and faithful, the earnest and devoted 
preaching of God's word — ^yet preaching (as I have 
already reminded you) is not the whole of your office. 
There are other ministrations, as well as those of the 
pulpit; there must be the sacraments administered, 
d2 
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nH well as the word preached ; the sick admonished 
and comforted, and those in health inslnicted; error 
obviated, whilst truth is diffiisrd ; the teaching of the 
Sunday seconded by the pastoral laboora of the 
w(M*k ; and above all, God's tme and lively word set 
forth in the life of the priest, no less than by his 
(lortrine ; illustrated by his example, as well as incul- 
(*iitc(l by his teaching, — ^that forcible comment recom- 
numding to the conscience the lesson already received 
with conviction into the understanding, 

VI. Ilemcmber further, my brethren, now on the 
point of being received among the presbyters of the 
Church, that if you would preach the word of God 
with effect, you must make it, and not only the word 
its(*lf| but '^ such other studies as help to the know- 
ledge of the same,'' habitually the objects of your 
diligent attention. Your minds, your memories, 
your hearts, must be saturated, so to speak, with 
holy writ. It must be your daily food; and the 
pumuits which tend to illustrate it, or which, under 
()od*s grace, may enable you to set it forth with 
(ih^arness and effect, must be your continual study. 
If you cannot give much, you may at least give some 
time habitually to such pursuits. If not profound 
divines, you must be, as our Lord Himself hath 
taught us, ^^ scribes well instructed unto the kingdom 
of heaven ; like unto a man that is a householder, 
which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new 
and old ;" well instructed both in the New Testa- 
ment and in the Old ; in modem and ancient learn- 
ing ; not resting in your early attainments ; not in* 
dolently depending on the labours of other men; 
but teaching what you have learnt; communicatipg 
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to others what already^ by diligent study and medi- 
tation^ you have made your own. This is what you 
will shortly promise to do, at the holy table; and 
what you will, therefore, I trust, " endeavour to do, 
the Lord being your helper ;** as we ought all to en- 
deavour to do, every minister of Christ, until the 
course of our ministry be ended. 

How blessed would that Church be, whose minis- 
ters were thus at once diligent in their sacred studies, 
as well as active in their pastoral duties ; not more 
zealous than devout and studious; ^^ burning and 
shining lights,^* diffusing the light of heavenly wis- 
dom, together with the warmth of fervent piety; 
neither mere students on the one hand, nor shallow 
religionists on the other ; and above all, my brethren, 
not, like men of this world, making a mere profession 
of the ministry, but devoted servants of Christ, 
studying and labouring for the publication of his 
Gospel, the perfecting of his disciples, and the edi- 
fying of his body, the Church. May we thus ^^ feed 
the flock that is among us, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as being 
lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the 
flock ; that, when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, 
we may receive a crown of glory which fadeth not 
away *.*' 

1 1 Pet. V. 2—4. 
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SERMON IV. 



CHURCH CONFORMITY^ 



Acts ii. 47. 
" And the Lord added to the Church daily such as should be saved." 

At the last ordination held in this cathedral^ I took 
occasion to dwell upon the duty incumbent upon the 
Christian presbyter, of " preaching the word/' or, as 
it is expressed in the second question put by the 
bishop to the candidate for the priesthood, of ^^ in- 
structing the people committed to his charge out of 
the Holy Scriptures, and of teaching nothing, as 
required of necessity to eternal salvation, but that 
which may be concluded and proved by the Scrip- 
ture/' 

* " Will you then give your faithful diligence always so to minis- 
ter the doctrine and sacraments, and the discipline of Christ, as the 
Lord hath commanded, and as this Church and realm hath received 
the same, according to the commandments of God ; so that you may 
teach the people committed to your cure and charge, with all dili- 
gence, to keep and observe the same ? 

"Answer. I will so do, by the help of the Lord." — The Ordering of 
Pr'ustF, 
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I. I would now propose, with such ability as it 
shall please God to give me, to bring under your 
consideration the next question put to the candidates 
for the priestly office ; a question peculiarly interest- 
ing at this moment to them ; a question always inte- 
resting to every clergyman ; and interesting, also, in 
a very direct and serious sense, as will appear in the 
consideration of it, to every member of the Church, 
whether clerical or lay. 

The words of the question are as follows : 
*^ Will you then give your faithful diligence always 
so to minister the doctrine and sacraments, and the 
discipline of Christ, as the Lord hath commanded, 
and as this Chiu'ch and realm hath received the same, 
according to the commandments of God; so that you 
may teach the people committed to your cure and 
charge, with all diligence, to keep and observe the 
same?'^ 

And the answer to the question is this : 
*^ I will so do, by the help of the Lord.^* 
So solemn an engagement, it is plain, should never 
be lightly made ; and, when once made, should never 
be forgotten. 

Whatever liberty others may choose to allow them- 
selves (whether safely or not, I stop not to enquire) 
as to Church communion or Church conformity, a 
clergyman is evidently bound by this solemn pro- 
mise ; he is pledged in conscience, as well as in law, 
to ** hear the Church : *^ nor from this obligation can 
he be relieved by the prevalence, even amongst reli- 
gious persons, of any laxity of opinion on such 
points, or of any indifference to them amongst the 
people at large. 

D 4 
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That there is danger finom soch causes, cumot, I 
think, be fairly denied ; and perbaps the danger is, 
Nometimes, in proportion to the very pieCj of the 
<*U*rgyinan concerned, espedallj if be be young, and 
comparatively unacquainted with wbat is, strangely 
(*nough, called (not '^tbe Church^'' to wbidi tbe appeal 
would once have been, but) ^ the religious world/' 
whose approbation he covets, whose condemnation 
h(* fcurR. To such an individual, it is often a great 
trial to be restrained from co-operating with men who 
diNMriit from the Church, but whose zeal he admires; 
and ntill greater is the trial to have to incur the risk 
of h(*ing regarded, by hb friends, as one over-anxious 
n'hpc'cting the externals of religion, who would sacri* 
lice the Bubstance of Christianity to its forms. 

M(*an while the obligation of our ordination vows 
HMnainH ; we have made them, and we must keep 
tliftn. Nor is this obligation cancelled by the fact 
that tlu; temper of the age (^^the spirit of the nine- 
tr<*nth C(;ntury,'' as it is boastfully denominated) is 
unfavourable to their observance, and the temptations 
t.o violate or to forget them, many and strong. On 
tlu' contrary, the very want, which is common, of 
rcvcTenco for the just authority of the Church, as 
well as for the various ordinances of our religion 
(not excluding the holy sacraments themselves), the 
V(!ry laxity of sentiment which prevails on the sub- 
jo(!t of Church conformity, should make us only the 
more careful not to be drawn into the same dan- 
gerous vortex ; and anxious, with all wisdom and due 
(consideration for the prejudices of our countrymen, 
yet with fidelity and diligence, to bring the people 
back to a more devout and healthy frame of mind. 
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and above all^ to manifest the same ourselves. Even 
had we made no special vow on the subject, the Church 
of Christ would still have been entitled to our reverent 
obedience, as part of the duty which we owe to his 
mystical body. How much more, when we have 
willingly and deliberately added our own religious 
promises to the Church to that effect, with the 
greatest possible distinctness and solemnity ! 

It is under such impressions that I would earnestly 
call the attention of all who are present, and espe- 
cially of you, my brethren, who now offer yourselves 
for the priesthood, to the pledge which you are about 
to give here before God and this congregation, " so 
to minister the doctrine and sacraments, and the 
discipline of Christ, as the Lord hath commanded, 
and as this Church and realm hath received the same, 
according to the commandments of God.*^ 

II. In doing this, I would call your attention to 
the necessity of some such pledge^ as well as to the 
character of that insisted upon in our Church ; its 
necessity as a safeguard against error ; its character 
as consistent with the pledge already given, to make 
Scripture our last appeal in questions of religion. 

To some it may appear that the acknowledgment 
of the Divine authority of the Holy Scriptures, and 
the promise to teach the people out of them, would 
be sufficient, without any further security. And so, 
undoubtedly, they would be, if each individual minis- 
ter were infallible, and his interpretation of Scripture 
were sure to be faithful without any safeguards, or 
his understanding of it correct without any human 
help. But if we hold the Church itself to be fallible, 
how much more her individual ministers, especially 
D 5 
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if young and inexperienced, and, however acceptable 
aa fellow-labourers in the Lord's vineyard, fiir firom 
occupying as yet a foremost rank in learning or 
piety^ in holiness or wisdom! 

Is it not notorious that men, men too of learning, 
of talent, of piety, may profess to draw their instruc- 
tions equally out of Scripture, yet di£fer widely in 
their teaching ? There is scarcely one of the nume- 
rous sects by which Christendom has been so un- 
happily distracted, which does not appeal to Scripture 
in support of its tenets. Even the worst of heresies 
have still claimed to have Holy Writ on their side, 
and wrested the Scriptures to an apparent counte- 
nance of their doctrines. The Antinomian quotes 
his texts ; and so does the Socinian. 

Some security, then, is necessary against false 
teaching. We must have the Scriptures, not appealed 
to merely, but faithfully interpreted; and though 
Churches be fallible, yet are they much less fallible 
than individuals ; whilst it is plainly their duty, Uke 
that of a parent to his children, to use their best 
endeavours to secure their spiritual offspring from 
the numberless false interpretations, to which even 
the word of God is liable in the hands of weak or of 
wicked men. 

When, indeed, did men ever unite together for 
purposes of religious communion, without intro- 
ducing some tests as securities against false doctrine ? 

The Church, then, must have her securities against 
fallacious interpretations of Holy Writ. Our own 
branch of the Church has provided them in the 
pledges required at ordination, in the subscription 
previously made to her Articles of Religion, as well 
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as in the promises of conformity to her Book of 
Common Prayer. Still, in providing these securities, 
our Church adheres to her great rule of being 
governed by the word of God, and requires us to 
abide by her directions — directions to which the 
realm has also given its temporal support — ^not as 
something at variance with the word of God, or in 
addition to it, but as being agreeable to the Divine 
commands, and therefore, entitled to our observance. 
In other words, at the reformation of our national 
worship, what the Church and Realm had received 
by a corrupt tradition, from merely human authority, 
they unitedly rejected ; but what they had '^received^^ 
on better grounds, and by a holier tradition, *' ac- 
cording to the commandments of God,^^ given to his 
Church by our Lord Jesus Christ, they unitedly 
retained, making it obligatory upon the clergy to 
minister the same. In a word, the Church of Eng- 
land claims for her doctrine and ordinances, as now 
received, that they are agreeable to Scripture; as 
being such, she insists upon them ; as such, too, we 
promise to minister them, having first, it is to be 
presumed, by careful study, with humble prayer for 
wisdom from above, fully satisfied our minds that this 
claim of the Church is a just one ; that her doctrine, 
and sacraments, and discipline, are really what she 
represents them to be — the discipline, the sacra-'^ 
ments, and the doctrine of Christy which not only 
may be administered by us with a safe conscience, 
but ought to be so administered with all ^^ faithful 
diligence.'' 

It is, then, my brethren, indisputably plain, that 
Church conformity is a duty incumbent upon a 
06 



00 Church Cof^ormUy. [Serin. IV. 

clergyman, not only by the very nature of his relation 
to the Church as one of her ministers^ but by his own 
solemn promise religiously given at his ordination; 
and that, whether Church principles be popular or 
not, whether they be in favour with the age we live 
in, or exposed to its unthinking obloquy, they must 
clearly, if we be honest men, be our principles, our 
part having been already taken with thie Church, as 
being herself with Holy Scripture, and a vow made 
by us '^ so to minister the doctrine, and sacraments, 
and the discipline of Christ, as she hath received 
them.'* 

Nor need we fear that a strict adherence to the 
regulations of the Church will lead, as some appre- 
hend, to Popery. On the contrary, our best security 
against Popery on the one hand, as well as against 
Puritanism on the other, is an adherence to the di« 
rections of our own Church, which has been equally 
on her guard against both extremes. Our best safe* 
guard against being misled by the errors of others, is 
to follow faithfully our own rule. The conscientious 
Churchman is opposed to sectarianism, but he is no 
less opposed to Popery. It is the want, not the 
excess, of attachment to the Church and of reverence 
for her authority, that has caused men to fall away 
into Romanism, as much as into any other form of 
dissent. 

Let me, then, beseech you, my brethren, now 
about to be admitted to the priesthood, never to lose 
sight of this part of your ordination vows. That you 
will ever wilfully violate it, I cannot for a moment 
suppose ; but amidst the temptations of the present 
day, you may be led either practically to forget it, or 
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else to think of it lightly, even should you never be 
carried into the irreverent folly of supposing that 
adherence to Church rules or ordination vows is 
mere formalism, and that you will be better Chris- 
tians in proportion as you are less of Churchmen. 

But I have said enough of the duty generally, and 
proceed to some remarks on the different branches 
of it. 

III. You are to minister, then, first of all, the 
doctrine of Christ as this Church and realm hath 
received the same ; or, in other words, as exhibited 
in the authorized formularies of our national Church, 
as set forth in her Creeds, as embodied in her Litur- 
gy, as more fully drawn out in her Articles, and as 
practically applied in a "godly and wholesome'* 
manner in the Homilies ; though with less of theolo- 
gical strictness there than in the Creeds and Articles, 
and less of authority than in the Liturgy. 

Perhaps we do not always sufficiently regard the 
Liturgy, nor even the Creeds, in this view, though 
adopted by us as the habitual, the practical, the 
devotional language of our faith in our most solemn 
religious services, from our admission into the Church 
militant by baptism, to our removal from it by death. 
We acknowledge a holy agreement between our Ar- 
ticles and our Liturgy; but this, I think, is not 
sufficiently kept in mind, that if ever there be a 
doubt as to the meaning of either, it is to be solved 
by a reference to the other ; and that, if the Articles 
give the substance of our faith, its tone and breathing, 
its life and colouring, are to be looked for in the 
Liturgy. It is there that our faith becomes a living 
reality ; there that she places herself in an attitude of 
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devotion ; there thmt she sUnds or kneels, as in the 
immediate presence of God, not gnarding contro- 
vcrHially against the assaults of men, but prostrating 
hcTself before the Majesty on high, and pouring forth 
h(T inmost soul before the mercy-seat. In studying 
our Articles, we seem to be walking about the walls 
of our Zion^ telling the towers thereof, and marking 
well her bulwarks, so necessary to her protection 
H«>;iiinAt errors from without. In the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, we stand within the gates of Jerusalem, 
nny more, we enter the house of the Lord, and tread 
the courts of his sanctuary, approaching with humble 
boldness to the very throne of grace in the holy of 
holies. Or the one, we may say, exhibits to us our 
titif to our Christian inheritance, while the other 
ndmits us to its inmost treasures ; the one gives the 
letter, the other the spirit of the OospeL 

4\) understand the Articles, let us follow them out 
to their application in our Liturgy, looking to the 
('liurch ns her own best interpreter, and not appeal- 
ing from the declarations of our own Church to those 
of other religious bodies, or distinguished individuals 
iibrond ; nor even from the authorized formularies 
of our Church, to the unauthorized writings even of 
the most distinguished divines employed in their 
compilation. For it is far from uncommon to warp 
the language of the Church so as to bring it more 
into agreement with the private language of some one 
of her own or of the foreign reformers ; as if such lan- 
guage were the surest guide to the understanding of 
the Church's meaning, whereas the just conclusion 
is directly the reverse; and we cannot but infer, that 
if the particular views or phraseology of any of the 
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reformers, however eminent, was not adopted by the 
Church, it was because she in reality disapproved of 
it, and considered it not to be altogether in harmony 
with what had been received from the beginning in 
accordance with the commandments of God ; and the 
more eminent the individual, or the more notorious 
his peculiar views, the stronger still is the argument. 

IV. But it is not doctrine only that we have to 
minister. Religion is not a mere set of opinions, 
however correct or however important ; nor is truth 
its only element. When the Word Incarnate dwelt 
among men, He was " full of grace^^ as well as of 
" truth ;^^ and so is his Gospel now. *^ Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.'^ He 
is "made unto us of God/' not "wisdom** only, 
but " righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp- 
tion ;*^ " the power of God*^ to justify, to renew, and 
to redeem us, as well as " the wisdom of God^* to 
instruct us ; " the Life,** as well as ^^ the Light of 
men.** He has revealed to us the word of God; He 
has also obtained for us the grace of God. And this 
grace He bestows upon his Church by various means, 
but chiefly by his two holy sacraments, expressly or- 
dained by Christ as not only " outward and visible 
signs of an inward and spiritual grace given to us by 
Christ,** but " as m^ans whereby we receive the same, 
and pledges to assure us thereof.** 

These holy sacraments we promise to "minister 
as the Church hath received the same;** viewing 
them with all the solemnity with which she views 
them, and administering them according to her 
directions. And yet it cannot be denied that it has 
been common, even among ministers of the Churchy 
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to depreciate the sacraments, to attach much less 
importance to them than the Church does, and even 
to administer them, baptism especially, in a careless 
and slovenly manner, ill according with the rever- 
c*nce of her language on the subject. How seldom, 
for instance, is baptism administered in the midst 
of the congregation, as the Church directs, and as 
one great object of the sacrament, our reception of 
tlie baptized person into the Church, not into the 
nuitcrial building of stone, but into the congr^ation 
of Christ's flock, seems to require ! 

I am fully aware, that to correct irregularities in- 
troduced by past generations and conBrmed by long 
indulgence, is a matter of much difficulty, not to be 
attempted but in a spirit of wisdom and charity, and 
with much consideration for even the prejudices of 
our flocks. I am anxious, however, that the evil 
should be seen and felt, and the remedy thought o^ 
and steps taken towards the correction of irregular 
practices, which once perhaps, when the clergy were 
few in number, necessity may have almost justified. 
If we would have the sacraments of Christ valued 
and reverenced by the people, we must first show 
that we reverence and value them ourselves; and 
perhaps nothing has so much contributed to the 
prevailing absence of these feelings in the case of 
baptism, and to the melancholy ignorance which 
generally prevails on the subject, than the practice 
of keeping this sacrament as much as possible out 
of the people's sight ; and making a hasty private 
business of it, as if it were really no more than what 
many persons, perhaps, now consider it, a mere 
ceremony* and not a sign of grace ordained by 
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Christ ; much less a means of grace, or a pledge to 
assure us thereof. 

It would be difficult to offer, on this subject, any 
suggestion which would be useful in all cases. 
Much, indeed, is left by the Church to the discre- 
tion of the curate or pastor. I would, however, 
throw out for consideration, whether, in most in- 
stances, the administration of baptism on what are 
commonly called the saints' days, or in the after- 
noon of one Sunday in each month, would not ob- 
viate all serious objections to its restoration to its 
proper place in the service, immediately after the 
second lesson. The omission of the sermon on such 
occasions, or the substitution of a brief catechetical 
address instead, might be necessary, and would be 
far from objectionable. The latter, indeed, if done 
with care, in a plain (I do not mean dull, but) lively 
and instructive way, would tend to increase rather 
than diminish the congregation (which is the great 
evil apprehended), especially from among the young 
and ignorant, with their parents and sponsors, — a 
most important portion, and proportion too, of the 
flock of Christ. 

V. The remarks which I have made respecting the 
sacraments, apply to the discipline of the Church, 
which also we promise to minister with fidelity and 
diligence ; a discipline, observe, not of our own, nor 
one recommended by this or that individual, how- 
ever respectable, but the discipline of the Church, 
or rather the discipline of Christ, as received in out* 
Church from earliest times. 

Doctrine instructs us; sacraments are means of 
grace; and what is discipline? It is, I conceive, 
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what our blessed Lord intended, when He enjoined 
his Apostles^ that, after making disciples of all 
nations, they should ''teach them to observe all 
things, whatsoever he had commanded them :" it is 
the training of the disciples in the way wherein they 
should go, implying instruction and the observance 
of sacraments, but having reference chiefly to 
conduct. 

Among the writers of heathen antiquity, firom whom 
we derive the word '' discipline/^ it meant the same 
with a course of doctrine or systematic instruction, 
being derived, as is well known, from a word signi- 
fying to learn. Disciple meant scholar; discipline, 
the system of doctrine, in which he was instructed ; 
the philosophers of antiquity being simply teachers, 
and having no ordinances, nor yet any system of 
moral government,— much less one of Divine au- 
thority, such as is to be found in the Church of 
Christ. For the Christian is not merely to be taught^ 
he is to be trained^ he is to be moulded anew, not in 
wisdom only, but in habits of piety and virtue. He 
is not simply a scholar in a school ; he is a member of 
a society or family, agreeing, undoubtedly, in certain 
opinions, but, besides this, having also institutions 
and ordinances, rules and regulations, for its govern- 
ment, to which every member of the family is bound 
to conform. This is the discipline of the Church ; 
not so much correctivcy as directive. Accordingly, 
no sooner is even an infant child admitted by holy 
baptism among the disciples of Christ, than he is at 
once regarded by the Church as a subject of Christ's 
holy discipline ; and his sponsors are admonished to 
see that, besides being taught his faith and duty, he 
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be also virtuously brought up to lead a godly and a 
Christian life ; and in pursuance of this object he is^ 
as soon as he is capable^ to be taught the Church 
catechism, and openly by the curate of the parish 
instructed and examined in the same ; then, at years 
of discernment, to be brought to the bishop to be 
confirmed by him, and openly before the Church to 
ratify his baptismal vows. 

Thus closes the discipline of childhood, and the 
young Christian is admitted to the higher and more 
mysterious privileges of the " communion of saints." 
He is allowed even to approach the holy table of the 
Lord, but not, he is told, without " first examining 
himself,^^ to see if he be a true penitent, "having 
a lively faith in God's mercy through Christ, with 
a thankiul remembrance of his death; and be in 
charity with all men." Otherwise, he is warned 
against "eating and drinking his own condemna- 
tion." And should he unhappily, notwithstanding 
the engagements of his baptismal covenant, have 
become " an open and notorious evil liver," or have 
fallen into any scandalous offences or uncharitable- 
ness, the Church provides that such offenders shall 
be excluded from the Lord's table, and in some 
cases from the communion of the Church altogether, 
until they repent them of their sins. 

It is true that this corrective part of Church dis- 
cipline has been much embarrassed by a variety of 
circumstances, on which it would be impossible now 
to enlarge, so as to require to be administered with 
the greatest caution, and that only as a last resource, 
when all milder means have failed. As a general 
rule, (I speak not of extreme cases, but as a general 
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rule^) it is far better, especially in the present state 
of society, to depend rather upon the directive than 
upon the corrective, upon the voluntary than the 
compulsory, part of Church discipline. Our Lord's 
own word to his Apostles was not " compel but 
" teach men to observe whatsoever I have com- 
manded you;'^ and in his ordination vow, what the 
priest promises is to teach the people committed to 
his cure and charge, to keep and observe the dis- 
cipline, together with the doctrine and sacraments, 
of the Church : only let us be more diligent in 
giving them this instruction, and let our brethren 
of the laity be more ready, instead of dictating to 
their pastors and to the Church herself on such 
points, to strengthen our hands by willingly con- 
forming to the real discipline of the Church, whether 
in their own conduct or in the management of their 
children, as faithful members, not of any party in 
the Church, but of the Church itself. Perhaps, were 
instruction in the discipline of the Church more 
frequent, conformity to it would be more common. 
The people would then see its reasonableness, they 
would understand its value, and adhere to it, not as 
a mere matter of religious scruple, but for their own 
good. 

We have followed the course of that discipline, as 
it accompanies the young Christian from the bap- 
tismal font to the table of the Lord : let us observe 
it still attending him on his way even to the bridal 
chamber, or on his sick bed, or at his very grave. 
Would he enter into the marriage state, the Church 
reminds him that it is a state not simply honourable, 
but holy, typical of the mysterious union that is 
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betwixt Christ and his Church ; and, therefore, not 
to be regarded as a mere worldly contract ratified 
only by civil sanctions, but to be undertaken in the 
fear of God, with the benediction of his Church 
upon it, and prayers for his favour humbly offered 
up before the Lord's table. How inconsistent with 
these provisions of the Church is it that her chil- 
dren should ever be united in marriage by any other 
than God^s minister, or in any other place than his 
house of prayer ! 

For the sick chamber the Church has provided a 
special order or service, of a short and simple, yet 
solemnly impressive character ; giving to her minis- 
ters some latitude in the use of it, though less per- 
haps than is often taken. To you, my younger 
brethen, let me earnestly recommend a closer ad- 
herence to this ^' order'' of the Church. It is that 
which you are authorized, it is that which you un- 
dertake to minister, and not other formularies, how- 
ever excellent, much less any unpremeditated effu- 
sions of your own. It is in the hortatory and 
didactic parts that you are left at liberty: the 
prayers are provided for you. 

And now we come to the Christian's tomb, where 
the Church still attends him, not however in the 
expectation of promoting any further his salvation, 
but to console his surviving friends, and to minister 
to them lessons of hope and admonition even from 
the dark, cold grave ; to speak to them there of the 
death and resurrection of Christ, of the rest which 
He hath promised, of the kingdom which He hath 
prepared : an office evidently designed to be used 
only over the remains of such as really were memr 
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ben of the Churchy and died in her communion. 
Nor is there, perhaps, any part of our discipline 
which it were more desirable to restore to its original 
vigour than this. It is true that burial is no sacra- 
ment, and in no way affects the departed ; it is also 
true, that it is better, if we must speak, to err on the 
side of charity than of severity; better, where the 
slightest doubt exists, to give the title of brother to 
a fellow-sinner than to withhold it, and to express 
some hope, however faint, than to speak the lan- 
guage of blank despair in the case of any one in any 
sense entitled to be called a Christian, and who may 
at the very last have touched the hem of the Sa- 
viour's garment. But the duty is at best a painful 
one : and what an argument ought it to be with those 
who stray from the communion of the Church into 
irreligion, immorality, or schism, yet trust to receive 
at her hands a Christian's burial ; — what an argument 
for repentance, to think that the Church not only 
mourns over them while living, but that even over 
their graves she will be unable to speak with confi- 
dence the language of Christian hope ! 

Whilst speaking of the discipline of the Church, 
we must not forget her festivals and fasts, and, in 
particular, the observance of Lent, and of Ash- 
Wednesday especially, as a season of solemn humi- 
liation, expressly designed to supply the want of 
the corrective discipline of primitive times. Indeed, 
the whole course of our ecclesiastical year is a con- 
tinual discipline to a religious mind ; nor must we 
omit to observe that in its full sense, discipline 
reaches to the general tenour of a Christian's life, 
and that the clergy are therefore bound to instruct 
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the people in all their moral and religious duties^ 
and to ^^ do all that lieth in them for the purpose of 
bringing all committed to their charge unto that 
agreement in the faith and knowledge of Ood^ and 
to that ripeness and perfectness of age in Christy 
that there be no place left either for error in religion^ 
or for viciousness in life/' Faults indeed there ever 
will be amongst Christians ; but they should not be 
the consequence of the pastor's neglect in enforcing 
the holy discipline of the Gospel, and teaching the 
people to observe the commands of Christ. 

VI. My address has already run to an unusual 
length ; and I am therefore constrained to be brief 
in observing, finally, how important the subject of 
it is to the people, as well as to their pastors. It 
was for the benefit of his people, that Christ has 
appointed in his Church divers orders of ministers, 
who in ministering in the Church the doctrine and 
sacraments, together with the discipline of Christ, 
do it not for their own sakes only, but that the 
people also may *^ with all diligence keep and observe 
the same.'' 

Happy the people whose pastors are thus faithful 
and diligent in exercising their ministry! Happy 
the pastor, whose flock sincerely co-operate with 
him in observing the sacraments and ordinances of 
Christ, as well as in maintaining the doctrine of his 
Gospel; aiding him by their example, instead of 
thwarting him by their waywardness, and, above all, 
exhibiting in their lives the blessed effects of such 
conformity; so that men may see how holy and 
happy a thing it is to be a genuine member of the 
Church, — one who belongs to the Church because 
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the Church belongs to Christ, and who loves it as 
his appointed instrument for the instruction and sal- 
vation of the nations ; " the pillar and ground of the 
truths the house of the living God/* to which the 
Lord hath from the first ^^ added those who would 
be saved * ! '* 

* More literally, " those who were aaved," or ** who saved them- 
selves,*' t. e, accepted deliverance, or made their escape, from amidst 
a perverse race into a ''state of salvation " {ue Church CoUchism), in 
compliance with the Apostle's exhortation to ^ save themselves from 
that untoward generation" («. 40), hy ''repenting and being bap- 
tized in the name of Jesus Christ," &c. {v, 38.) It was thus they 
" were added" to the Church {see v. 41), which is in Scripture com- 
pared to that asylum from ruin, the ark, wherein Noah and his 
family "were saved by water. The like figure whereunto baptism 
doth also now save us," &c. (1 Pet. lit 20, 21.) 
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SERMON V. 



DEACONS AND PRIESTS: THE CHURCH'S NEED 
OF BOTH* 



1 Tim. iii. 13. 



'' For they that have used the office of a deacon well, purchase to 
themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is 
in Christ Jesus." 



On several occasions similar to the present^ I have 
thought it rights instead of delivering a formal ad- 
dress in private to the candidatesi for holy orders^ 
which, from the smallness of their numbers, would^ 



* << It appertaineth to the office of a deacon, in the Church where 
he shall be appointed to serve, to assist the priest in Divine service, 
and specially when he ministereth the holy communion, and to help 
him in the distribution thereof, and to read Holy Scriptures and 
Homilies in the Church, and to instruct the youth in the catechism ; 
in the absence of the priest, to baptize infants, and to preach, if he 
be admitted thereto by the bishop. And furthermore, it is his office, 
where provision is so made, to search for the sick, poor, and impotent 
people of the parish ; to intimate their estates, names, and places 
where they dwell, unto the curate, that by his exhortation they may 
be relieved with the alms of the parishioners, or others. Will you 
do this gladly and willingly ? 

. "Ansioer, I will so do, by the help of God." — The Ordering qf 
Deacons, 
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often be incongruous, to charge myself with the duty 
of the public sermon or exhortation, prescribed by 
the Church as preliminary to ordination. . 

In pursuing this course, I have dwelt, at different 
times, on the inward motive to the ministry, and on 
the outward cally on teaching from Holy Scripture^ 
and on Church conformity. 

I. The next subject that presents itself for consi- 
deration, is the office of a deacon, as auxiliary and 
preparatory to the priesthood ; and as on the present 
occasion we contemplate an ordination to each of the 
two offices, it cannot be otherwise than appropriate 
to consider them in their relation to each other. I 
trust, too, that the subject will prove interesting both 
to us of the ministry, and to our brethren of the 
people; but more especially I would bespeak the 
serious attention of the candidates about to be or- 
dained ; and, by the grace of God, may what I say 
be rendered profitable to them and to us all ! 

The offices of priest and deacon, though distinct, 
are parts of the same divinely- ordained "ministry,** 
of which so much is said in the New Testament. 
Their object is one, even ^* the edifying of the body 
of Christ ;** and the functions by which they prosecute 
this object are, in a manner, common to both, though 
not in the same order and degree; the one office 
being directive, the other subordinate ; the one having 
the pastoral care of souls, the other bearing an auxili- 
ary part in this solemn work. The priest is commis- 
sioned to " preach the word of God, and to minister 
the holy sacraments, together with the discipline of 
Christ, in the congregation to which he is lawfully 
appointed;'' whilst *^ to the office of a deacon it ap- 
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pertaineth to assist the priest in Divine service, and 
especially when he ministereth the holy communion, 
and to help him in the distribution thereof;'* and "in 
the absence of the priest, to baptize infants/' 

As regards public instruction in the word of God, 
the deacon is not "to preach,'' unless "he be" ex- 
pressly " admitted thereto by the bishop ;" but, by 
virtue of his ordination, he may "read holy Scrip- 
tures and Homilies in the Church, and instruct the 
youth in the Catechism." Another part of his duty 
is, to " search for the sick, poor, and impotent people 
of the parish; to intimate their estates, names, and 
places where they dwell, unto the curate," (that is, to 
the priest charged with the cure of souls,) " that by 
his exhortations they may be relieved with the alms 
of the parishioners and others." . 

Thus, in every part of his office, we find the deacon 
commissioned to bear, not a separate and independent 
part, yet to bear a part, one subordinate and auxili- 
ary, in all the duties of the parish-priest or pastor ; 
assisting him in Divine service and the administration 
of the holy sacraments, in the religious instruction of 
the flock, as well as in the care of the sick, poor, and 
impotent ; the presbyter having, in each of these 
ministrations, the chief charge and direction. 

In thus assisting the priest whilst prosecuting in 
private the peculiar studies of his sacred calling, the 
deacon is preparing to become at length a priest 
himself. He is acquainting himself experimentally 
with the duties of the pastoral office ; he is proving 
himself to be qualified for them ; he is " essaying 
the armour " which he may at length have to use, in 
a more responsible position, against the enemies of 
e2 
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Uod's kingdom; he is passing through his ministe- 
rial novitiate, '^to the intent he may be,'' in the 
language of our Church, ^ perfect and well expert m 
the things appertaining to the ecclesiastical admini* 
stration, in order that, if in executing thereof he be 
found faithful and diligent, he may be admitted by 
his diocesan to the order of priesthood.'' 

On the wisdom of such an arrangement, it is almost 
superfluous to dwell. Every one must see how 
desirable it is not to devolve at once upon untried 
and inexperienced persons, however promising, so 
solemn a charge as the cure of souls, but to subject 
them to some previous trial and training, such as the 
diaconate presents, for the priesthood ; while at the 
same time, to the parish-priest is given that assist-^ 
ance which his many cares and labours so urgently 
require. 

Such, with the addition of the episcopal office, is 
the ministry of our Church ; and not of the English 
Church only, but of the Church of Christ generally 
throughout the world, as it was of the whole Church 
universally from its first foundation for fifteen cen- 
turies. The system comes to us recommended not 
only by its intrinsic wisdom, but by a Divine sanc- 
tion ; appealing to our sense of duty, as well as of 
fitness ; as obligatory, not less than it is expedient. 

Such, I repeat, in theory, is the ministry of the 
Church of England y and such, substantially, is it in 
practice also. 

II. It cannot, however, be denied that, so far as 
relates to the distinction between the deacon and the 
priest, we seem practically to have swerved in some 
degree from the Apostolic rule ; not so much from 
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intention or choice^ as from necessity^ or at the worst, 
through occasional neglect. In our ordinations, in- 
deed, the distinction is still maintained in all its 
fulness ; and it is observed also in the administration 
of the Lord's Supper; but in other respects, there is 
scarcely any difference ever made, especially by the 
laity, between the one office and the other. A deacon, 
particularly if he be of a forward temper, and what 
is commonly called eloquent, is quite as much held 
in reverence as a priest, even though the latter should 
be as much his superior in wisdom and piety, as in 
ecclesiastical order; whilst by the clergy themselves 
too much countenance is, sometimes, given to this 
error, partly by the deacons, in assuming to them- 
selves more than belongs to their office, and speaking 
in the language of " pastors'' rather than of pastoral 
"helps ;" partly by the priest, in throwing upon the 
deacon too much of the pastoral responsibility, and 
giving to inexperienced young men too great a pro- 
minence in the work, to the endangering of their 
own humility, as well as of the salutary order of the 
Church. 

It also happens that necessity often compels even 
the rulers of the Church either to leave an important 
charge altogether unprovided with the ministrations 
of a clergyman, or else to commit it to the sole care 
of one only in deacon's orders ; the defect, in such a 
case, being not so much a fault as a misfortune. At 
the very best, however, whether arising from neces- 
sity or not, this confounding of two of the ministerial 
orders is an evil, which it is important that we should 
endeavour to avoid, in order that we may the better 
conform to our Lord's institution for the edification 
E 3 
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of his Church, and secure for our own branch of that 
Church a still fuller and riper ministry than it is even 
now our privilege to possess. Many and great are 
the advantages and blessings which, as a Church, we 
enjoy. May we never, for our sins, or our negli- 
gence, or our melancholy divisions, be deprived of 
them! Rather, if in any respect we £ul, in our 
actual condition, to realize the institutions of our 
Lord, may we endeavour to correct this defect in 
our own practice ; and, with GKmPs help, to become 
more and more, in reality, what we boast to be — an 
example at once of evangelical truth and of apostolical 
order. 

III. As regards the work of the ministry, it is 
certainly to be desired that our number of clergy 
were so far increased, that no congregation should 
ever be placed solely, or principally, under the care 
of a deacon ; and tliat every parish church, at least, 
particularly in populous or extensive parishes like our 
own, should have its deacon as wett as its priest. Such 
an arrangement would be good for all concerned; 
good for the deacon, good for the priest, and good 
for the congregation. 

To the deacon, it would be a far better preparation 
for the priesthood, as well as a preservative, from 
vain-glory, or unwarrantable self-complacency, if not 
from many practical errors, to pass his novitiate 
under the immediate direction and example of au 
elder brother in the ministry; and, by satisfactory 
diligence in this subordinate station, to ^^ purchase 
to himself a good degree.'^ 

. To the priest, especially in a large and laborious 
jjfixte, the assistance would be most valuable in 
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enabling him to devolve upon the deacon the less 
difEcult and responsible of his many anxious and 
onerous duties^ not that he may indulge in indolence^ 
or betake himself to secular employments^ but that 
he may concentrate his attention more devotedly 
upon the higher and weightier functions of his office. 
At present^ it often happens that the zealous pastor 
is worn down prematurely by the unceasing pressure 
of his many anxious duties^ and the vain attempt on 
the part of one individual to perform the work of 
two. He is a priest^ yet has all the duties of a deacon 
in addition to his own. In some instances, the 
attempt to discharge both is not even made; and, in 
consequence, either some of the functions of the 
ministry are neglected, or all, it may be, performed in 
a very superficial and imperfect manner. The very 
number and weight of his duties deters many a cler- 
gyman from the endeavour to perform them fully. 
He feels it to be impossible ; the high sense of duly 
with which, perhaps, he entered upon his work, ier 
baffled and blunted ; his very zeal is overpowered at 
the prospect ; and, despairing of the satisfactory per- 
formance of his work, he sinks into mere routine, 
contenting himself with what will satisfy the demands 
of law, or of conventional respectability, or with what 
is most agreeable to his own tastes and inclinations. 
The congregationy too, sufiers no less than the 
minister ; the parish, together with the priest. His 
overburthened energy, or else his paralyzed sense of 
duty, becomes a calamity to the flock. For the great 
end proposed in the work of the ministry, being the 
edifying of the whole body or Church of Christ, it is 
evident that it is necessary, not only for the con- 
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scientious satisfoction of the clergj^ but for the good 
of the people, that adequate provision should be made 
for the due performance of that work in all its func- 
tions ; and that for a Church to be without a sufficient 
number of ministers in their different degrees, is as 
much an evil as for an army to be without its com- 
plement of officers, or the state to be iQ supplied with 
magistrates. 

IV. When we speak of thefimcHoM of the ministry, 
we speak, remember, not only of the services of the 
sanctuary ; though it is melancholy to think that even 
they should often be insufficiently provided for, being 
accumulated, it may be, thrice or even four times in 
the day upon a solitary individual, and after all, 
perhaps, extended to only a portion of the parish or 
district; in particular, it is painful to reflect that, 
for want of sufficient aid, the holy communion itself 
should sometimes be hurried over in a manner as 
much opposed to the solemnity of that holy sacra- 
ment, as it is to the regulations of the Church re- 
specting it. 

But the duties of the Sunday are not all the duties 
of the ministry. Its functions are numerous, and all 
of them intended for the good of the people, the edi- 
fication of the body of Christ, the well-being of the 
whole Church. For consider what they are, if you 
would see how necessary it is, for both clergy and 
people, that they should be adequately provided for. 
Besides ^^ the word and sacraments,'' to be adminis- 
tered both publicly in the Church and oft«n privately, 
especially to the sick and infirm, from house to 
house, and besides what are called the occasional 
offices of the Church, and besides also that part 



1 Tim. iii. 13.] the ChurcKa need of both. 81 

which^ in subordination to his ministerial duties^ the 
pastor of a parish is reasonably expected to take^ as 
an influential member of society, in promoting its 
temporal welfare and improvement, call to mind the 
stvdies to which a clergyman must give much of his 
time if he would not be a Ufeless reader of other 
men^s discourses, but " an able minister of the New 
Testament,'* whether in his public preaching or in 
his private admonitions ; how necessary it is that his 
mind should be full to overflowing with heavenly 
wisdom, his heart thoroughly imbued with it, his 
whole character steeped in it ! For it is not only the 
actual discharge of his pastoral duties, public and 
private, but the time and labour, the studies, and 
prayers, and anxieties, required to fit and prepare 
him for their satisfactory performance, which must 
also be taken into account, if we would estimate 
aright the burthen of a pastor's life. It is very true, 
that a careless or worldly-minded clergyman, one 
who should study his ease rather than his duty, 
thinking more of his own temporal comfort than of 
the spiritual welfare either of his flock or of his own 
soul, may evade the solitary labours and soUcitudes 
to which I have alluded; but who, my brethren, 
that believed in a judgment to come, would wish to 
be such a clergyman ? Or what congregation would 
desire to have such a pastor? Or what Church 
would willingly submit to have her sacred things so 
administered ? When we speak of the ministry, we 
would contemplate it, not as what human corruption 
may, in some melancholy instances, have reduced it 
to, but as what Christ intended it to be — his own 
appointed instrument for the edification, and com- 
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fort, and salvation of bis people; that so we may 
** take heed to the ministry which we have received 
in the Lord, to fulfil it,'^ by carrying out its intentions 
thoroughly and faithfully. 

With regard to the pastor's duties as a minister^ 
more particularly, of Ood's true and lively word, 
there is something well worthy of more attentive 
observation in the language used by St. Paul in my 
text : ^* They that have used the office of a deacon 
well, purchase to themselves a good degree, and 
great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus/' 
— " Great boldness/' The word in the original is 
a remarkable one, signifying not merely that absence 
of fear which is implied in boldness of speech, but 
that freedom and fulness which arises from an intimate 
knowledge and love of the subject on which we speak, 
when, " out of the fulness of the heart, the mouth 
speaketh," without hesitation or reserve; such a 
knowledge and love as St. Paul manifested for the 
Gospel, when he " preached the kingdom of God at 
Rome, and taught those things which concern the 
Lord Jesus with all confidence;" or when he de- 
clared to the Churches in Asia the whole counsel 
of God. "He believed, and therefore spake :" the 
fountain was opened in his own heart, and flowed 
freely forth in his preaching. It must be so with us, 
my fellow-labourers in the ministry. The faith must 
not be preached obscurelt/y as something strange to 
us ; or coldly y as if we had no interest in it ; or 
timidly J as if we are ashamed of it ; but we must en- 
deavour to attain to " great boldness in the faith of 
Christ," by making it first to ourselves the pearl of 
great price, our own treasure and delight, then de- 
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voting ourselves heart and soul to the work, to which 
we have been called, of making known this treasure 
unto others, and bringing them also to a knowledge 
and love of the truth. To prepare himself for thus 
preaching the Gospel, must be one great object of 
the deacon's initiatory labours : to exercise himself 
in this duty, the continual study of the priest. 
Whether this " boldness in the faith of Christ,'* this 
setting forth of God's true and lively word in our 
life and doctrine, be as common amongst us of the 
clergy as it ought to be, it is for each one of us, my 
reverend brethren, seriously to consider ; this only 
will I add, that to preach Christ freely and fully is 
essential both to ourselves and to the people, and 
that we can never hope to do so, unless we make it 
a principal object and business of our lives, not the 
mere task of the Sunday, to be got through as best: 
we may, with little or no previous preparation, but 
a serious subject, beforehand, of our meditations, our 
studies, and our prayers. 

But though preaching is so important a part of 
the clergyman's duty, yet is not that, even with the 
administration of the holy sacraments, and the visi- 
tation of the sick, the whole of his pastoral work* 
The Church, under the sanction of God's holy word, 
expressly commits to the clergy two other peculiar 
responsibilities, which deserve our earnest attention. 
These are the elementary instrtuition of the young and 
ignorant y and the care of the poor ; points ever of great 
importance, and peculiarly so in these countries at 
the present time, when, after the transition from a 
state of slavery, society is at length settling down 
on its new basis, and that anxiety which was felt 
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in the subject in the mother country having nearly 
subsided, we are left more and more to our own 
resources. 

The care of the poor is indeed the common duty of 
all Christians ; but it is laid in an especial manner 
upon the consciences of the clergy. To them it is a 
professionaly as well as a Christian duty ; a part not 
only of their religion, but of **the ministry which 
they have received in the Lord/' The work is one 
in which they are to take the lead, the people indeed 
not looking listlessly on, but bountifully assisting 
them in this labour of love. We know that it was 
so in the early Christian Church, and that the very 
occasion of the ordination of St. Stephen and the 
rest of the seven deacons by the Apostles at Jeru- 
salem was, that they might relieve the Apostles, 
amidst their increasing spiritual cares, of the charge 
of attending to the daily ministration of the bounty 
of the Church to the poor widows and others that 
had need. And St. Paul alludes to the same prac- 
tice in the Church at Ephesus, when, in his first 
Epistle to Timothy as bishop of that Church, he 
directs that "if any man or woman had widows'* 
dependent upon them, "they should relieve them, 
and not let the Church be charged ; that it might 
relieve them that are widows indeed;'' the bishop 
having the oversight of this, as of all other Church 
proceedings. But the more direct part of the duty, 
that which required time and labour, was devolved, 
not as his only duty, but amongst others, upon the 
deacon ; and so it is still, in theory at least, in our 
own Church. For observe the solemn charge given 
to the deacon at his ordination, and his solemn yet 
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willing promise, " to seai*ch for the sick, poor, and 
impotent people of the parish, to intimate their 
estates, names, and places where they dwell, unto 
the curate, that by his exhortation they may be re- 
lieved with the alms of the parishioners or others,'* 
What a wise and beneficent arrangement 1 The parish 
is considered as the household of faith, (alas, that in 
point of fact it should ever be otherwise!) as the 
family of God, of which the sick, and poor, and im- 
potent are members, in whose wants and sufferings 
the other members ought of necessity to sympathize ; 
provision for their relief being made from the alms 
of the congregation. Nor is this to be done in a 
careless, indiscriminating manner; but the ministers 
of the Church are to " search '^ them out, to acquaint 
themselves personally and particularly with " their 
state, their names, and their abode ;'' so that on the 
one hand the Churck may not be unnecessarily bur- 
thened with those who are not destitute of private 
help, nor, on the other hand, neglect those who are. 
Is there not, in such an aspect of the Church, in this 
tender concern for the sick and poor, this searching 
for misery and want that they may be relieved, 
something peculiarly benign, something more than 
human, something that re-echoes the language of 
Him who said, " I was sick, and ye visited me?*' 

Were it only to assist the curate or pastor in this 
godlike work, would it not be worth while, perhaps 
in a worldly sense, but certainly worth while in a 
Christian view, that every parish should have its 
deacon? How much misery might such parental 
vigilance on the part of the Church prevent, and, 
with the misery, the expense and manifold injury 
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which the misery of the poor entails upon society at 
large! It has been said^ and said wisely, that 
^^ honesty is the best policy;'' to this might be 
added a similar maxim, of a still more decidedly 
Christian character, that ^pieiy ii the best economy ;^ 
and that nothing is gained, but, on the contrary, 
much is lost, even in a temporal view, by omitting 
to maintain the Church in the fulness of its opera- 
tions, and to give to each parish a supply of Christian 
ministers equal to its various wants, as a Christian 
community, a household of God. It may be true 
(and I thankfully admit it) that in this country ' our 
number of clergy is comparatively lai^ge ; but I speak 
of our Church generally, and would compare our 
numbers not so much with those of other lands, as 
with what our duties require ; and if in this view 
our strength is inadequate to the many obligations 
imposed upon us, then, whilst we still endeavour to 
discharge them to the utmost of our power, yet 
must our brethren of the laity have consideration for 
us, if we £sul of doing singly the work of several, and 
unite with us in praying to the Lord of the harvest 
to send forth additional labourers into his harvest, 
as well as in endeavouring, under his grace and 
blessing, to supply what our Church clearly contem- 
plated, for the furtherance amongst us of a sound 
and living piety, pervading all classes, and abound- 
ing in works of mutual love. 

The necessity for some such exertions will be still 
more evident, when we consider that other duty of 
the Church, which she proposes to discharge mainly 

> Barbados. 
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through the labours of her deacons, namely, the in- 
struction of the young f and, I may add, of those who 
are but babes in knowledge, the ignorant part of the 
parishioners. 

That children should be trained up in the 
way in which they should go, was a miaxim of 
Divine wisdom even under the Mosaic dispensation ; 
the Gospel repeats it, when it bids us ^^ bring up 
our children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.^' Accordingly, from their very cradles, the 
children of Christians ste dedicated to God in bap- 
tism, and placed at once as " disciples*' in the school 
of Christ, that they may lead the rest of their lives 
according to that beginning, and be taught, so soon 
as ever they shall be able to learn, the nature of 
their baptismal engagements, with whatever a Chris- 
tian ought to know and believe to his soul's health. 
The duty of providing this instruction belongs by 
nature to parents; it is further undertaken v(^n- 
tarily by sponsors ; to assist them both, the Church 
has provided her Catechism ; and lest after all the 
work should be neglected by sponsors and parents, 
or incompletely performed, she makes it the duty 
of her deacons to instruct her youth in the Cate- 
chism, as well of her curates to examine them in it, 
and of her bishops to see that all persons have learnt 
this elementary course of Christian instruction, before 
they be brought to be confirmed. Now thus to in- 
struct the ignorant and the young, before they are 
brought to be confirmed, or even to direct the work 
satisfactorily, is obviously a great addition to the 
duties of the ministry, yet one which cannot be 
F 2 
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neglected without great unfaithfulness on the part 
of us the clergy, and great danger to the people. 
Perhaps to no one cause more than to a want of 
sufficient attention to systematic elementary instruc- 
tion in our faith and duty, are we to attribute the 
great defect, not merely of enlightened Church prin- 
ciples, but even of any serious principles of Christiao 
piety, to be witnessed in our congregations generally, 
and the little effect comparatiyely which all our ser* 
mons seem to produce upon them. The fact is, 
preaching without catechizing is like building a 
house without having first laid the foundation; or 
like sowing in summer-time the seed which should 
then be growing up, and be nearly ready for the 
harvest. 

But how we are ever satisfactorily to attend to 
this, in addition to all the other parts of our duty, 
without some addition to our strength, it were diffi- 
cult to say. It is true, we have our schools, and in 
some places our catechists ; and though at the best 
these are unsatisfactory substitutes for the order of 
deacons, they may be made useful subsidiaries in 
the work of instruction ; but only under the watchful 
and diligent superintendence of the clergy. They 
are valuable aids ; but the danger is lest we delegate 
to them our own ministerial duty, and so deprive 
the lambs of the flock, the children of our congrega- 
tions, of that pastoral care and direction to which, as 
members of the Church, they are entitled. When 
Christ gave to the Apostles their commission. He 
spoke expressly and emphatically of his lambs, as 
' well as of his sheep. ^ Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
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thou me? He saith unto Him^ Yea^ Lord^ thou 
knowest that I love thee* He saith unto hun. Feed 
my lambs.'' And if we love Christ, we shall not 
neglect his lambs, — ^we shall look carefully to the 
young among our flocks, and see that all, not the 
poor only, but all of every degree be properly in- 
structed in the course provided by the Church, and 
that we ourselves know them individually to be so 
instructed, and give to the work all the requisite 
advice, and direction, and assistance in our power* 

This, at least, is what the Church expects from 
us ; and if this duty or any other of our ministerial 
duties be arduous, especially where we are so few 
among so many, still we must exert ourselves the 
more in proportion to the need there is of exertion, 
praying to God to direct and bless us, and calling' 
upon our brethren of the laity to co-operate with us 
in their different stations more and more, in the con« 
fidence, that if we do exert ourselves faithfully, the 
Great Head of the Church will be pleased to extend 
still further help to us, and that our different con- 
gregations, when they behold our anxiety to do them 
good, and to secure to them all the benefits designed 
for them in the ministry of the Church, will be 
solicitous to supply, so far as on them depends, 
whatever may still be wanting to render the work 
complete. For remember, my brethren, that we are 
all members together of one body in Christ; and 
that to the well-being of the body all the members 
must contribute and co-operate in their several func- 
tions and degrees, *^ growing up together unto Him 
in all things, which is the head, even Christ : from 
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whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth^ ac- 
cording to the effectual working in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love */* 

> Eph.iv. 15, 16. 



THE END. 
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